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36, 499 become self-reliant in Khulna through One House, One Farm project
Rural poor people attain financial solvency thru’ self-employment
EBEK changing living of rural people in Rangpur

Govt targets freeing 1.80 crore poor from poverty trap by 2020

Govt plans bringing all poor under One House One Farm Project by 2020
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36,499 become self-reliant in Khulna through
One House, One Farm Project

The “Ekti Bari, Ekti Khamar” (One House, One Farm
Project, one of the Prime Minister’s 10 special initiatives,
so far benefitted 36,499 people of 5,000 families in Khulna
district since its launching in 2009.

“Some 36,499 members of 614 cooperative societies in
68 unions of the district got financial assistance under the
project to be self-reliant,” Deputy Director of Bangladesh
Rural Development Board (BRDB) Tofazzel Hossain said.

He noted that the members, so far, received a loan of Taka
54 crore, of which Taka 20.25 crore came from the regular
savings of the society members while the government
gave Taka 16.86 crore as grants and Taka 17.23 crore as
project loans.

“Most of the people already paid back their loans after
becoming self-reliant,” said Hossain, but pointed out that
some others yet to pay back Taka 10 crore loan.

While visiting Jabusha village of Rupsha upazila in Khulna.
This correspondent found that many people, including a
good number of women came out of extreme poverty with
the support of the one house, one farm project.

“I bought a cow for Taka 20,000 by taking loan from the
Society in 2011. The cow gave birth of a calf in a year,
which I sold for Taka 20,000 after two years and paid back
half of my loan,” said Lipi Begum, 30. She also earns Taka
200 everyday by selling cow milk after meeting the milk
demand of her two children.
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“I have a plan to set up a poultry farm this year”, said Lipi.

President of Jabusha village development committee
Abdul Gaffar said, each member of the Cooperative
Society can get Taka 5,000 to Taka 30,000 at 8.0 percent
interest for one year. Khulna Deputy Commissioner
Aminul Ahsan told BSS that ‘One House, One Farm’

project is playing a vital role for reducing poverty.
“We requested the officials concerned and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) to cooperate with the beneficiaries of

the project so people can get ultimate advantage out of it,”
he said.

He said the government has taken the project to expedite
economic development in rural area for improving the living
standard of the people and help them come out of poverty.

Report: S M Zahid Hossain
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Rural poor attain financial solvency thru’
self-employment

Rashida Bibi, 40, a resident of Beel Sohar village under
Tanore upazila, no longer belongs to ultra-poor people as she
came out of the poverty cycle after finding the way of a better
livelihood though self-employment.

Running duck farms and a grocery shop has now become a
consistent source of income, which is gradually increasing
due to rising local demands.

“The income has ended my endemic poverty coupled with
uncertainty that I languised for long,” said Rashida Bibi.

The transformation in her life began in 2014. Initially, she
received a loan worth Taka 5,000 from her 60-member
Village Development Organisation (VDO) and established a
small-scale duck farm at her home. The VDO runs with the
support from the government’s Ekti Bari Ekti Khamar (One
House One Farm) project.
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“Ducks farming is less expensive, simple and commercially
viable,” she said sharing her experience. Bibi said that she
made good profit by selling ducks and eggs at the local
markets, and eventually opened a grocery shop with earning
from the farm.

“Now, I'm very happy as I have found the path of regular
earning through operating the shop and the duck farm
successfully,” added Rasheda, who has no educational
background.

Habibur Rahman, Upazila Coordinator of Ekti Bari Ekti
Khamar (One House One Farm) project, said many other
members of the VDO are operating various micro-businesses
for income generation.

He said Rasheda is sincere in attending courtyard meeting
and paying regularly the monthly installment of Taka 200 to
the society.

After divorce, she used to work as housemaid to earn for her
own and her baby girl. Her struggle was for 20 years before
getting the way out.

Rina Begum, 25, another housewife of Anantapur village
under Godagari Upazila, got good living standard and social
dignity from bull fattening. She received a loan of Taka
10,000 to start the business in 2014. Now, she owns two bulls
valued at around Taka 90,000.

“People used to ignore me for my poverty,” she remembers.
“Nowadays, everybody respects me.”

“I am really proud of her,” says Rina’s husband Anwar
Hossain who helps her in the work. “She brought a positive
change to our lives. She sets a great example for other local
women. She is always helpful to neighbours so they can fatten
bull in a more scientific way because of her advice.”
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Referring to some field level problems, Rabiul Islam, 30, of
Jhikra village under Charghat Upazila, said none member is
allowed to borrow more than Taka 25,000 at a time. But, this
amount isn’t sufficient to start many businesses.

He, however, was hopeful that there would be no such problem
when Pally Sanchoy Bank would be fully operational acrross
the country.

Zakirul Islam, Deputy Director of Bangladesh Rural
Development Board (BRDB), said there are 912 VDOs with
47,736 members, including 31,824 women, in nine upazilas
of the district.

The beneficiary members have formed a combined deposit
worth Taka 21.92 crore through paying Taka 200 monthly
instalment each. On behalf of the project, the committees
were given Taka 14.75 crore while the members got Taka
18.12 crore as grant.

Hasanuzzaman Madhu, Chairman of Sardaha Union Parishad
under Charghat Upazila, terms the scheme as an effective
venture for poverty eradication.

“All of us should extend wholehearted cooperation to support
the government endevour,” he said.

Isahaque Ali Biswash, Chairman of Godagari Upazila,
said the rural poor women have got a great opportunity of
becoming self-reliant with the breakthrough project.

“Rural poverty could be eradicated for ever if we can transform
VDOs into powerful financial units,” he said.

Report: Aynal Haque
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EBEK changingliving of rural peoplein Rangpur

The ‘Ekti Bari, Ekti Khamar (EBEK)’ project is significantly
changing living standard of thousands of poor people, and
small and marginal farmers in rural areas of Rangpur district.

“So far 57,634 members, one from a family, were brought
under the project, most of which became self-reliant through
various income generating activities,” said Deputy Director
of Bangladesh Rural Development Board (BRDB) Md
Abdus Sabur.

The government launched the project in 2012 to assist rural
poor come out of poverty by generating income through
various activities under Village Development Organisation
(VDO). There are 1020 VDO in Rangpur district.

Sixty families or members of a village have been brought
under each of the VDO. The families were given support
for skill development and capital formation to set up and
run family farms, business and other income generating
activities.
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“Each of the 60 members, including 40 females and 20 males
of every VDO, deposited Taka 200 per month that generated
a fund of Taka 2.88 lakh for each of the associations in two
years,” Sabur said.

He said the government provided another Taka 2.88 lakh
as welfare grant and another Taka 3 lakh as revolving loan
to each of the VDO, raising total fund of 1,020 VDO's to
around Taka 61 crore.

The VDO's provide revolving loans up to Taka 30,000 to a
member for income generation provided that the member
pays back previous loan installments regularly.

“After getting fund from the VDO's, the families develop
small farms including fisheries, livestock, poultry, nursery
and vegetable gardening using whatever the land they have
in their possession,” Sabur said.

Zakia Begum, 36, member of Kursha Balorampur VDO
under Mominpur union said she and her husband along with
four children were in hardship only a few years ago.

“Things began to change after starting a small cattle farm
by taking Taka 10,000 as revolving loan in 2012 and
eventually obtaining another Taka 18,000 loan in 2014 to
increase investment in the cattle business and start farming
as sharecropper,” she said.

As her incomes were increasing, she purchased 50 decimals
of crop land and built a house. Her family now has four
sheep, one bullock, a heifer and other assets worth Taka two
lakh in addition to land, house and business.

“I arranged marriage of my daughter Nazmun Nahar
and bore all expenses of my son Zakaria to pass the SSC
examination this year. I also supports studies of two other

19



children, daughter Tasmina, a student of class six and son
Saikat, a student of class one,” said a happy Zakia.

VDO Member of Horkoli VDO Mominul Islam Biplob, 30,
under Haridebpur union said he got Taka 7,000 loan and

invested the same amount in his small hotel business at
Horkoli Bazar in 2012.

“After regular repayments, I got Taka 18,000 in 2014 and
again Taka 30,000 in 2015 to expand my business with the
assistance of my wife Ambia Begum who prepares various
food items at home for my hotel,” he said.

Our two sons and only daughter now go to schools, and we
have assets worth Taka two lakh, said Biplob hoping that
his children would be able to lead a better life after getting
higher education.

Member of Satmail Para VDO, Shefali Begum, 45, under
Haridebpur union said she received Taka 7,000 in 2012, then
Taka 15,000 in 2014 and took lease of one acre of cultivable
land for ten years.

“I grow various crops in the land round-the-year and earn
around Taka 30,000 in a year. My family now has assets
worth Taka three lakh after spending for weddings of my
two daughters Maya Moni and Jemy,” she said.

Terming EBEK as one of the most effective projects,
Rangpur Divisional Commissioner Kazi Hasan Ahmed said
its successful implementation would free the people from
poverty.

Report: Mamun Islam
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Govt targets freeing 1.80 crore poor from
poverty trap by 2020

The government has set a target of freeing another 1.80 crore
people from poverty by 2020 under its visionary project -
“One House, One Farm”, according to official sources.

The target will be achieved by providing financial and
livelihood support to 36 lakh households from a special
allocation of Taka 8,000 crore, Project Director Akbar
Hossain told BSS.

The project in two phases had already provided support to
nearly 1.50 crore ultra poor of over 22 lakh households at
40,527 villages under 485 upazilas of all 64 districts across
the country.

“In the next phases, he said another 1.8 crore poor people of
60,515 villages across the country would get support to be
self-reliant,” the project director said.

With successful implementation of the next phase, the total
number of beneficiaries of the project would cross 3 crore,
he said.

The official said the government has allocated Taka 8,010
crore for the third phase of the project. Of the total allocation,
75 per cent will be added to the revolving fund as grant. Rest
of the fund will be spent for providing livelihood training
to the beneficiaries and for logistics support for the project.
So far the government has allocated Taka 3,162 crore for
implementing the first and second phase of the project.

Under the project, Village Development Organisation
(VDO) has been formed in every village with 60 poor
people, 40 female and 20 male. After formation of the
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village organisation, the members start saving Taka 200 per
month that turns Taka 2,400 in a year. The government also
gives Taka 2,400 per farm family per year as grant.

Besides, a fund of Taka 150,000 per year is given by the
government as grant to each of the VDO's as revolving
capital. This fund is merged with their individual savings
and bonus from the government.

“We took initiative to build their capital through micro
savings instead of micro credit,” Akbar said.

The VDO members are given training on five farming
livelihood activities including agriculture, nursery, fishery,
poultry and livestock.

After getting the training, the beneficiaries start their own
business by taking loan from the VDO’s revolving fund at
only 8.0 per cent interest.

The members of VDO meet in weekly evening meeting to
decide which framing training they will take and which kind
of business they can start.

The project had already helped reducing poverty rate, said
the project director.

According to a World Bank report, the extreme poverty rate
dropped to 12.9 percent recent year, which was over 22.0
per cent before launching the project in 2009.

Report: Tanjim Anwar
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Govt plans bringing all poor under One House
One Farm Project by 2020

The days of hardship that Bulbuli Begum went through in
the past few years now seemed a long nightmare. She was
absolutely clueless about what she should do after sudden
death of her husband. But a state-supported project lit a
light showing her the way of survival with her daughters
and sons.

When she was in frantic move in search of a good job for
decent living, the “One House One Farm Project” was
launched in her village Kholash of Dupchachia upazila in
Bogra. Itwas2011. From that year, Bulbuli Begum did not get
any time to look back at the days of hardship and frustration.
Instead, she started dreaming of good life that eventually
became a reality. The housewife is now a successful
entrepreneur, thanks to the One House One Farm Project.
Bulbuli Begum became a member of Kholash Gram
Unnayan Samity of the project and borrowed Tk 10,000
from the samity to start a toy making business. Presently,
she makes profits of Tk 7000-Tk 8,000 in every month from
her home-based toy factory.

Like Bulbuli, thousands of poor people have been able to
change their fortune with the help of this Project.

“The government is now planning to establish a total of one
lakh Village Development Organisation (VDO) across the
country by 2020 for providing all poor people a decent life”,
Director of the scheme Akbar Hossain said.

The project director said the poor people are included
in the VDO after their proper identification. Each of the
VDO consists of 60 members 40 females and 20 males.
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The members of the VDO deposit Tk 200 a month each for
building their own fund, while the government provides
equal incentive as bonus against the savings of the members.

“We could support three crore people of 60 lakh families
through the one lakh VDO's,” he said, adding that the main
philosophy of the project is to remove the shortage of capital
by creating a permanent fund for the poor and generate
employment through small savings instead of microcredit.

Launched in 2009 with a goal of poverty reduction by
involving poor people of the country in the income-
generating activities, the project so far brought over 1.50
crore beneficiaries under it support.

He said the VDO exists at all wards of 4,550 unions of the
country while 30 lakh poor families are directly involved in
around 56,000 VDO's.

In the process for creating fund of poor people through
constituting samities, Akbar said, the permanent fund of
the members including bonus given by the government has
stood at Tk 3,200 crore.

Akbar said the members of the VDO are becoming self-
reliant by cultivating vegetables, farming fish, running small
poultry farms and rearing livestock.

Report: Rashedul Islam, Translation: AZM Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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Ashrayan project makes landless families
self-reliant

Latifa Akhter, 40, wife of a rickshaw-puller Sabuj Mian, has
become self-reliant by running a small-scaled poultry farm
at her home.

Latifa, a resident of Halidagachhi Charghat upazila of the
Rajshahi district, started her poultry farm in 2015 under the
Ashrayan Project.

At the preliminary stage, Latifa, mother of two daughters
and a son, received training from the Local Service Providers
(LSPs) on chick rearing, its proper feeding, vaccination and
marketing.

In 2017, she earned Taka 3,500 so far selling eggs and
chickens. She told the BSS that both the demand and prices
of native variety of chick are higher than that of others at
markets.

As a part of 25-member of Halidagachhi Micro and Small
Enterprise (MSE), she gets some privileges of poultry
rearing and its marketing. Her elder daughter Sazima Akhter,
a student of class nine at Zafarpur Secondary Girls School,
gets all educational expenses from her mother’s earning.

Like Latifa, members of 280 landless families are now living
better life for implementation of the government’s Ashrayan
Project.

“Once we lived under a shed on the roadside in Baganpara
area. Now, we have got a permanent house to live,” said
Alima Begum, 45, another housewife. Her eyes were
filled with tears when she was recalling her earlier
hardships.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina launched the ‘Halidagachhi
Ashrayan Project II” on February 8, 2014, which has already
become popular among landless people of the upazila.
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Monwar Hossain, 38, a farmer of Jhikra Thakurjhi Ashrayan
Projectin Bagmara Upazila, said he along with other marginal
people are farming fish and vegetables on cooperative basis.

Hossain said there are four ponds in the project where
different varities of fishes are cultivated under cooperative
system. The poor and destitute people are happy getting
shelter there, he added.

Zakia Begum, a housewife in the same area, said they have
vegetables and poultry farms around their houses.

She said pure drinking water is also made available for 50
households in the project area.

Jahanara Begum, another housewife, said she and her family
members used to live on the bank of a river before getting
settler in the project area.

“Now, the government has given us a shelter. We are
cultivating vegetables as well as rearing poultry. Our
children can continue their studies at home without any
hassle as electricity available here.”

“May Allah bless Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her
government,” she said in an emotion-chocked voice.

Chairman of Bagmara Upazila Parishad Jakirul Islam Santu
said the genuine landless, ultra poor and shelterless people
have got accommodation facilities under the project.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (general) Md Salahuddin
said a total of 21 Ashryan Projects have been implemented
at nine upazilas sheltering 1,032 families.

He said the Ashrayan Project has not only given shelters
to the poor families, but also created opportunities for self-
employment besides providing health services, sanitation,
drinking water and education for children.

Report: Aynal Haque
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Ashrayan project changes life of
landless in Khulna

Members of 260 landless families in different villages of the
country’s southern district Khulna are now dreaming of a
better life with support of the government’s Ashrayan Project.

“We used to live under a shed on a roadside tree in Katakhali
area. Now we have got a permanent place to live,” said Josna
Begum, 40, who lives at a shelter centre at Vanderpara of
Dumuria upazila. Eariler she and her husband, a rickshaw
van puller, had little to have a roof upon their heads.

However, the Ashrayan Project, one of the ten special
initiatives of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, changed their
live. Launched in 1997 after a catastrophic cyclone that
submerged Saint Martin Island, the project has now become
an effective housing for the landless people.

Md. Billal Hossain, 35, a farmer and another inhabitant
of the shelter centre, said he and many others are
farming fish and vegetables on cooperative basis
and started sending their kids to nearby Vandarpara
(Ashrayan  Project)  government primary  school.
He said there are four ponds in the project where fishes are
cultivated under cooperatives system. The poor and destitute
people are now happy getting shelter there, he added.

He, however, urged the authorities concerned to carry out
repairing works of the houses on time to avoid damages
especially during the rainy seasons.

Zakia Begum, 35, has been living here for 13 years. She
grows vegetables and run poultry farm around her houses for
income generation.
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Elderly Shukzan Bibi, who lives with her three son and
daughters, said they earlier lived on the bank of a river in a
hardship.

“Now, the government has given us a shelter. We are
growing vegetables and running poultry farm. There is no
problem for study of my children as electricity is available
here. May Allah bless Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her
government,” she said.

Sirazul Islam, Headmaster of Vanderpara Primary School,
said real landless, ultra poor and shelter-less people have got
refuge under the project.

“Repairing and maintenance of the houses are now necessary
as the shelter centres were built 13 years ago,” he said.

Khulna Deputy Commissioner Md. Amin Ul Ahsan said,
a total of 41 shelter centres have been constructed in
nine upazilas of the district where 30,312 families were
rehabilitated.

Report : S M Zahid Hossain
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150 families rebuild future under
Asrayan Project

Some 150 homeless families have rebuilt their future
through various income generating activities at two
‘Asrayan’ projects in Sadar union of Gangachara upazila in
Rangpur district. Before rehabilitation most of the families
were shelter-less and struggling for food after losing their
land to river erosion.

“Fifty homeless families were rehabilitated at ‘Chengmari
Asrayan Phase-2 Prokalpo’in 2010 and another 100 floating
families at ‘Chengmari Asrayan-2 Prokalpo’ in 2012,” said
Gangachhara Upazila Cooperatives Officer Masud Rana.

Later, the local government department provided them
with necessary trainings, inputs and supports while Upazila
Cooperative Office disbursed revolving interest-free loans
for income generating activities.

Noor Mohammad, 42, and his wife Laila Khatun, 35, at
‘Chengmari Asrayan-2 Prokalpo’ shared their experience of
struggle with this correspondent that they came through in
the past 16 years before rehabilitation in 2012.

“I became homeless around 27 years ago after losing my
paternal home to the erosion of the Brahmaputra,” said
Mohammad, adding that his parental home was at village
Hatia under Ulipur upazila.

Mohammad came to Gangachhara in search of job, started
living on the land of others in Chengmari village and got
married to a local girl Laila Khatun there.

He said his family along with the family of his sister-in-law
Shefali Begum (50), a widow, her daughter Batashi Begum
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(30) and her husband, were rehabilitated at ‘Chengmari
Asrayan-2 Prokalpo’ in 2012.

“After getting trainings, I first got Taka 5,000 and my
sister-in-law and her daughter got Taka 10,000 each as
revolving loans to launch income generating activities
under supervision of Upazila Cooperative Office,”
Mohammad said.

Besides, Abdul Latif, 35, husband of Batashi, starts working
at a hotel to earn Taka 350 a day and Naymul Islam, 24, son
of Noor Mohammad begins working as a mason to earn Taka
550 a day to build a good saving together.

“With the saving, we purchased two goats, one bull and
opened a grocery shop,” said Laila Khatun, adding that they
sold the goats at Taka 10,000 and bull at Taka 45,000 after
two years.

By this time, Noor Mohammad started driving an auto
rickshaw to earn more while Shefali and Batashi got Taka
14,000 each after repaying first loans and again got Taka
16,000 each last year after repaying second loans.

“We have taken lease of 55 decimals of farm land at Taka
three lakh and are cultivating three crops a year there to earn
Taka one lakh,” said Batashi.

“We have also purchased three bulls for Taka 75,000 and
will sell those before next Eid-ul-Azha at about Taka 1.50
lakh,” Batashi said.

“We now own assets worth Taka seven lakh to lead a happy
life with family members and children who go to schools
regularly,” said a happier Mohammad.
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Talking to BSS at nearby ‘Chengmari Asrayan Phase-2
Prokalpo’, Nur Saheb, 38, and his wife Lucky Begum, 32,
narrated their success story of winning over poverty since
their rehabilitation there in 2010.

“After getting training on income generation activities,
Upazila Cooperative Office provided us with Taka 6,000
first loan in 2012 when we started cultivating crops as
sharecroppers,” said Nur Saheb.

After repaying first loan, the family again got Taka 8,000
in 2014, purchased a bull, sold the same at Taka 24,000 in
2016, paid the second loan and again got Taka 18,000 loan
last year.

“We have again purchased two bulls, taken lease of 12
decimals of cultivable land at Taka 24,000 and opened a
grocery shop,” said Lucky adding that they now own assets
worth Taka three lakh.

“Our elder daughter Nasrin studies in class six, only son
Russel in class three and younger daughter Nushrat in class
one at local schools,” said Lucky, now a happy housewife.

Gangachhara Sadar Union Chairman Al Suman Abdullah
said ‘Asrayan Prokalpo’ has been effectively changing
fortune since its launching.

Report: Mamun Islam
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Shelter home people want more support

Less than 50 kilometres away from the capital city Dhaka and
near the Bhawal National Park, a small neighbourhood known
as Pratashya, has become a home for many differently able
people. The place is connected with Dhaka-bound highway by
a narrow paved road that goes through the most common flora
of the unique sal forest of the national park.

The government under its shelter project developed the locality
in January 2000 to provide a decent and safe accommodation
to 54 families. Each of the families included at least one person
who had been suffering from leprosy for years.

The members of the families did not have any other option than
bagging for living while they used to live on streets in different
areas of the capital city, including Kamalapur Railway Station
and National Orthopaedic Hospital in Agargaon. Some of them
also lived in different slums in Dhaka.

In an attempt to freeing the ultra poor people from begging by
rehabilitating them in a suitable place where they could earn
a decent living, the government initially brought 54 families
and later 16 more to the place that eventually named as
Pratashya (The Hope). Currently, around 375 members of 70
families live in this shelter home, which is situated in village
Bandabari of Kaliakair upazila.

“I along with my family members used to live in a slum
near Kamalapur Railway Station when begging was the only
means for living,” said Md Matiur Rahman. Years ago he
migrated to the capital city from a village of Lalmonirhat
district in search of a job. Finally he ended up in the shelter
home where his family members got some jobs for earning.
Rahman is unable to work as he lost all of the fingers of his
two hands to prolonged leprosy. He, however, became happy
after getting a shelter in Pratashya.
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Like Matiur, many of the people who had been suffering from
leprosy for long were cured after getting proper treatment at
the shelter, said Hafizur Rahman, a resident of Pratashya.

Initially each of the families of the rehabilitees in Pratashya
was given eight decimal of land and Taka 10,000 in cash. The
support was good enough to start rebuilding their life. But they
had to go through a tough time when the BNP-led government
stopped all support to them. Some of the rehabilitees returned
to the capital city for living on begging. The situation started
improving again with the Awami League-led government
resuming basic support to the families of the shelter home.

“We still need more support to be self-reliant,” said Rahman
when many of the residents there echoed his voice.

Kaliakair Upazila Nirbahi Officer Sanwar Hossain also
shared the same view saying that the people of the shelter
home would get far better life if they can get enough fund for
fishing and cropping.

He said there is a big pond inside the home, which is now too
shallow for fish farming. The upazila authorities, however,
allocated a small fund for dredging the pond for fisheries.
Some of the residents of Pratashya said that most of the
families regularly send their children to schools when some
others are getting training on making handicrafts. They urged
for setting up a candle factory there, which would create jobs
for some of the trained persons.

“We have already provided many of the necessary supports
to the rehabilitees of the shelter home,” said Liberation War
Affairs Minister AKM Mozammel Haque. He is the parliament
member, elected from this area. The minister said there were
some problems in handing over the lands to some families.
The problem would also be solved soon.

Report : Ataur Rahman, Translation : A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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1.60 lakh homeless families rehabilitated
in Ashrayan project

The government as part of its special initiatives to provide
housing facilities to all homeless people has so far
rehabilitated 1.60 lakh homeless families across the country
through its major social safety initiative -Ashrayan Project.

Along with providing housing facilities, the government so
far has provided Taka 32.52 crore credit to 21,745 families
so that they could engage themselves in different income-
generating activities to be self-reliant.

“The governmentisnotonly providing housing facilities to the
beneficiaries under the programme, it also providing them
with necessary trainings on different income-generating
activities to make them economically self-reliant,” said
Deputy Project Director of Ashrayan Project SM Hamidul
Haque.

Haque said each of the families was given Taka 30,000
collateral-free loan so that they could engage themselves in
various income generating activities to come out of abject
poverty.

Giving details, he said the main objective of the project is to
make the homeless, landless and shelterless poor capable of
running their own income-generating initiatives with getting
interest-free loan and training on various trades.

He said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s dream ‘Ashrayan
Project’ has been playing a crucial role in poverty reduction
besides rehabilitating the homeless people.

The project began in 1997 when the then Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina directed the authorities concerned to take
immediate steps to rehabilitate the cyclone-affected people
in Cox’s Bazar and its adjoining districts.
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A large number of people became homeless when a
devastating cyclone hit the country’s prime beach resort
town and other parts of the coastal belt on May 19, 1997.
Hamidul Haque said a total of 1.60 lakh families have
been rehabilitated under 1881 projects in three phases
in rural areas. Among those, 1,44,120 families have been
rehabilitated in different Barac houses in 1837 villages
across the country.

Besides, 15,142 families were rehabilitated in their own
land by constructing houses when 691 beggar families were
given shelter in different shelter centres. Apart from these,
58 different categories of houses were set up in Chittagong
hill tract areas for the same purpose.

Haque said the government as part of its plan to bring all
homeless and landless people under the project, has decided
to rehabilitate over 2.50 lakh homeless people under the

Regarding implementation of the project, he said the
Upazila Taskforce Committee identifies the ‘Khas land” and
later sends a proposal to the project office. The project office
scrutinizes the proposal for construction of Barack houses
for the project.
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Bangladesh armed forces division is provided fund for
construction of the Barack houses those are distributed
among the beneficiaries. Freedom fighters, widows and
wives deserted by their husbands, landless women and
homeless peoples are given priority in getting support from
this project.

Under the project, at least two persons of a family
are given a week-long training on small industries,
fisheries, nursery, handicrafts, garment industry and
tailoring. Each of the participants is provided a daily
allowance of Taka 200 during the training period.
Since 2010, a total of 25,240 families had been provided
training under 240 projects, spending Taka 9.22 crore.
Besides, so far nearly 3.65 lakh saplings were planted
while 690 villages were brought under electricity coverage
under the projects.

The family planning department has been conducting
family planning activities aimed at controlling population
and ensuring child and maternal health in the project areas.

Hamidul Haque said hundred per cent sanitation facilities
along with supply of pure drinking water have been ensured
for all beneficiaries in the project areas. Apart from this,
roads have been constructed there for ensuring better
communication.

He said many beneficiaries living in Ashrayan Project across
the country have become economically self-reliant through
self employment.

Many beggars, who were taken shelter in different centres,
have also changed their fate by engaging themselves in
various activities which made them dignified citizens.

Report : Rashedul Islam, Translation : Aminul Islam Mirja
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Govt outlines strategy for steady
progress in ICT sector

The government has outlined a strategy for maintaining
unremitting progress in the country’s Information
Communication and Technology (ICT) sector toward
attaining the goal of Digital Bangladesh.

The outline has been reflected in the national budget as ICT
sector got a substantial increase in funding for implementing
the strategy.

“The proposed budget is an outline for continuous progress
in the ICT sector”, said Zunaid Ahmed Palak as he was
commenting on the fiscal allocation and policy statement for
2017-18 financial year (FY18) placed in the Jatiya Sangsad
(JS) by Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith on
June 1, 2017.

Referring to the increase in the fiscal allocation for the
country’s ICT sector, the state minister said it clearly reflects
the present government’s earnest efforts in attaining the
vision for the “Digital Bangladesh.”

For the 2017-2018 fiscal year (FY18), Muhith proposed
an allocation of Taka 3974 crore for the Information and
Communication Technology Division, which is Taka 2,155

crore more than the revised budget for 2016-17 financial
year (FY17).

Muhith in his budget speech said with the expansion of ICT
in private sector, the government is encouraging automation
and e-GP processes in different areas of public sector as well.

“Innovative ideas are being implemented in government
offices in delivering various services through ICT,” he said.
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He also noted that the government has undertaken initiatives
to establish ICT related institutional framework and
implement policy reforms.

With this end, ICT Parks are being set up in different parts
of the country to attract domestic and foreign investments,
the finance minister said.

In the budget speech, Muhith also listed some of the major
initiatives that the government has so far taken to expediting
the digitisation process.

The government has established “Sheikh Russel Digital Lab
and Multimedia Classroom” in 23,331 secondary schools
and 15,000 primary schools across the country.

The e-Filing system has already been introduced in 20
ministries or divisions including the Prime Minister’s
Office, 64 deputy commissioner offices and seven divisional
commissioner offices.

Apart from this, around 18,500 government offices have
been brought under a single network. The existing capacity
of the submarine cable has been increased to 200 gbps
(gigabits per second) from 44 gbps.

As of April 2017, the number of mobile telephone and
internet subscribers has increased to around 13.31 crore and
7 crore respectively.

In the secondary level, Upazila ICT Training and Resource
Centres have been established and 295 non-government
schools have been transformed into model schools in 315
upazilas having no government schools.

Computer labs in 3,550 educational institutions and
multimedia classrooms in 23,331 educational institutions
have also been set-up.
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“In order to encourage investment in ICT sector, the
government has brought down the rate of existing VAT on
raw materials and parts need to manufacture and assemble
goods used in this sector like mobile phone, desktop
computer, laptop and tab,” Palak told BSS.

The government has removed all the obstacles for
development of the country’s hardware industry by bringing
down the rate of VAT on 94 types of raw materials and parts
from maximum 25 per cent to flat rate of one per cent. For
only three types of raw materials the VAT rate has been
brought down to 10 per cent, ICT Division sources said.

Apart from these, VAT exemption has been given in
manufacture level till June 30, 2019, on locally produced
products in order to help the local heavy technical industry
to flourish and get competitive edge on the global market.

The state minister for ICT hoped that this budget will help
to meet the local demand of technological products in the
country.

Report: Mahmudul Hasan Raju
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Bangladesh leads major SAARC nations
in internet access

Bangladesh has advanced significantly in internet
connectivity and effectively led major SAARC nations,
with nearly 42.0 per cent of total population using internet
for various purposes, according to official sources.

The latest data from the Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC) shows that the total
number of internet users has reached 67.245 million at the
end of February, 2017. The staggering number is around
41.52 per cent of the total population of the country, leaving
many Asian powerhouses behind with huge margin.

According to available data from some internet users’
monitoring sites, neighbouring India has over 46 crore
internet users, which is 34.83 per cent of its total population.
Sri Lanka has 60.87 lakh internet users, which is 29.30 per
cent of its total population. In Pakistan, only 17.81 per cent
of its total population use internet.

The number of internet users surged in the past nine years
from 2.67 per cent in 2008 to 41.52 this year due to some
breakthrough decisions and steps taken by the current
government, led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

This year too, the government has given special priority
to ICT, as Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith
has proposed an allocation of Taka 3,974 crore for the
Information and Communication Technology Division, an
amount which is Taka 2,155 crore more than the revised
budget of 2016-17 year.

The government has also plans to take the rate of internet
penetration in the country to 100 percent, ensuring high
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speed broadband internet at cheap rate to all the government
offices, educational institutions, healthcare centres and
union parishads, expanding 3G network across the country
and launching 4G by 2020.

“We have already brought all the upazilas in the country
under fiber optic cable network. Work under project titled
Info Sarker-3 is going on to bring all the unions in the
country under the network,” said State Minister for ICT
Division Zunaid Ahmed Palak.

- .

|

“We have set a target of ensuring employment of 2 million
people in ICT sector and achieve the export income of
USD five billion by 2021 by utilising the continuous policy
support of the government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and the digital dividends,” he added.

“Bangladesh will surely become a high middle income
country by 2021 and high income country by 2041 with the
continuous expansion of ICT sector,” Palak hoped.

Report: Mahmudul Hasan Raju
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Cyber centre probing sensational cases

The country’s first-ever Cyber Investigation Centre is now
probing sensational cases to expedite the investigation
process and clear the backlog of the cases related to serious
offences.

The centre has already completed investigation and forensic
examination into around 1000 sensational cases, including the
Holey Artisan Cafe attack, rape of two girls at a Banani hotel
and Bangladesh Bank reserve scam, said official sources.

“We have so far completed investigation and forensic
examination of around 950 cases out of 1120 since inception
of the cyber investigation centre in 2013,” said Additional
Superintendent of Police Md Jalal Uddin Fahim, also the chief
of Digital Forensic Lab and Cyber Police Bureau, Criminal
Investigation Department (CID).

“All the major cases, including 25 militant related
cases, in which crimes were committed involving
digital devices, have been sent to us for conducting
investigation and forensic examinations,” he said.
Besides, Fahim said the centre dealt with over one lakh
allegations of crimes involving digital devices like the
Bangladesh Bank scam and stealing money from ATMs.
Many of the cases were eventually referred to Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulator Commission (BTRC) for
taking quicker action.

As part of the Awami League government’s pledge to
make Bangladesh a digital nation, the country’s first-ever
Cybercrime Training Centre and Cybercrime Investigation
Centre were set up at Criminal Investigation Department
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(CID) at Malibagh in the capital city, Project Director and
CID’s Police Super of Dhaka Metro (North) Rezaul Hawlader
told BSS.

Both the centres were constructed at a cost of US dollars 3.5
million (around Tk 28 crore) under the project of Enhancing
Cyber Investigation Capacity of Bangladesh Police, he added.

The government contributed around Tk 4.5 crore while
KOICA gave the rest of the money. The investigation centre
has been built at the Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
headquarters in the capital while the cyber training centre is
housed in the Traffic and Driving School in Mill Barack of
the old part of the city.

Most of the equipment have been purchased from Korea and
the United States, and some from Germany. Six CID officers,
including a computer programmer, with posts equivalent
to additional police supers, two assistant police supers, and
three sub-inspectors have already been trained in a Korean
university for six months.

The trained CID officers and two computer experts from
Korea will train others, following a syllabus suitable for
Bangladesh.

The centre has three departments - mobile forensic to retrieve
and assess data collected from the mobile phones; computer
forensic to assess data retrieved from computers and laptops,
while system forensic to assess data collected from hardware,
CCTVs (Closed Circuit Camera Televisions), pen drives and
other devices.

Report: Ashraful Haque
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RAB prepares digital database of
2.53 lakh criminals

Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) has prepared the largest
ever digital database of over 2 lakh 53 thousand identified
criminals, including a large number of militants. The database
contains 150 types of information such as photographs,
biometric finger prints, irises and previous criminal records
and punishments in criminal offences, according to official
sources.

“The particulars of the criminals, readily available in the
database, are helping us a lot to prevent and combat crimes,
particularly militant activities,” Director General of RAB
Benazir Ahmed told BSS.

RAB started preparing the database in 2011, with inclusion
of the information of the arrested militants by the force and
the prisoners who were sentenced to various jail term under
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).

Trained operators of RAB visited 64 jails out of 67 prisons
across the country to collect basic information of the criminals
for preparing the database. The officials also trained a number
of'jail officials to help them preparing the list of the criminals.

Currently, the RAB officials concerned are adding related
information to the main server of the database in one minute
immidiately after arrest of any criminal or militant by the
anti-crime elite force.

A code number is allocated for each of the criminals. All the
information about a criminal comes out in few seconds by
inserting the particular code number.

75

-
Tk



RAB has assigned trained personnel at all its battalions and
crime prevention teams to upload data to its main server at
the headquarters in Dhaka. The database is able to detect the
persons who commit crimes with using different identities.
The force has also detected 1100 such people who committed
crimes in different names.

It has obtained access to the database of the NID (national
identity card) to know involvement of a person’s in criminal
activities.

Work is going on to get access to MRP (Machine Readable
Passport) database and drivers’ licence database of
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) to get the
similar information.

RAB also introduced Jail Inmate Database on February 7 in
2016, incorporating 200 types of data of 58,000 criminals,
who were in jail even for a single day. The database preserved
biometric finger prints of 10 fingers of both hands and iris
scan of the criminals.

Previous crime records, types of crimes, punishments,
name of criminals, their addresses and professions are also
included in this database.

Communication and Management Information System
(MIS) wing of the anti-crime elite force prepared the
database with the help of the prison authorities.

A main database server and a recovery server have been
installed at the RAB headquarters, with having connectivity
through optical fiber to 67 prisons across the country.
The database also obtained access to the NID wing of the
Election Commission (EC) while the process to collect
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information from the MRP wing is also underway. It has
been built in such a way that the RAB director general and
the inspector general of prisons will receive text messages

once the information of an inmate in any jail in the country
is included in the database.The database also enables
authorities to monitor the status of criminals and condition
of the prisoners in 67 jails at a single click.

RAB is giving training to prison officials to make them
efficient to operate the system effectively.

Report: Ashraful Haque
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ACC developing software to check
institutional graft

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) is developing a
digital monitoring software to check institutional graft.

“The anti-graft watchdog has taken the initiative to build a
corruption-free Bangladesh, which is one of the indices for
achieving sustainable development,” an ACC official said.
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ACC Secretary Abu Md. Mostafa Kamal told this
correspondent that the commission is now developing
software to install a digital system, which would monitor all
its activities.

He said the software is being developed under a technical
assistance project, and the ACC has signed an agreement
with the Asian Development Bank(ADB) in this regard.

A total of Taka 7.60 crore would be spent for this purpose,
Kamal said, adding that of the amount, the ADB would
provide Taka 6.40 crore, while the rest of the money would
be given by the ACC.

“With the development of the software, we will monitor the
entire activities of the commission electronically. Then all
activities of the ACC, including searching, investigation,
case and prosecution will also be done through online,” the
ACC secretary said.

“This initiative has been undertaken to stop institutional
corruption ... we hope that the ACC will witness more
success,” he said.

About the digital system to prevent corruption, ACC Deputy
Director Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya said the commission
would bring its various activities under the digital system.

“The digital software will strengthen the ACC’s monitoring
activities,” he said.

He said short message has been introduced through
the Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) to make people aware of
preventing corruption.
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“The messages containing various anti-graft slogans are
being reached the people on various important days and
occasions,” he said.
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The ACC deputy director said documentaries are being
broad casted on radio and televisions.

Besides, the ACC has its own website where all information
is available.

He said anybody can know about the ACC and its services if
he/she visits the website.

Report: Taskina Yeasmin, Translation: Ashequn Nabi Chowdhury
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Education sector sees significant development
in major areas

The country’s education sector witnessed significant
development in major areas driven by a modern and time-
befitting education policy that the government started
implementating in 2009.

The areas include basic resources for education, digitisation
of classrooms and textbooks, curriculum reform, introduction
of creative question paper, infrastructure development and
modernisation of madrasa education

According to a publication of the education ministry, the
development in major areas of the education sector was a
result of the execution of the “Education Policy 2000 that
the Awami League government framed in 2000.

The BNP-led government scrapped the policy when it
came to power in 2001, but Awami League-led government
revived the policy and started its implementation in 2009
when the party was voted to power again.

“The major objective of the policy is to help create a new
generation, enriched in education, knowledge and skills
besides having high ethical standard, respect to the people
and strong commitment to the nation,” the education ministry
paper said. The paper noted that the government has started
distributing free textbooks to primary school students on the
first day of January since 2010, ensuring that none of the
eligible children is missed out of basic resources.

Earlier, only 40 per cent of the students were given free
textbooks when the rest 60 per cent had to get old books or
buy new ones those were not available until March or April.
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For ensuring availability of textbooks for all students, the
government in 2010 introduced e-books for pre-primary,
primary and secondary education and uploaded those on
website.

In order to expand ICT education, Sheikh Russel Digital Lab
and Multimedia Classroom have been established in 23,331
secondary schools and 15,000 primary schools across the
country.

Until 2013, the school education was based on textbooks
those were written in 1995. The education ministry with
engaging over 1400 educationists, researchers and teachers
developed a modern and time-befitting curriculum.

The government introduced creative question papers in
secondary and higher secondary education, which compel
students to go deep into a subject to answer the questions.

For expanding and ensuring education for all, the government
has started construction of new buildings for 1,500 non-
government colleges, 3,000 non-government schools and
1,000 non-government madrasas.

Under the project for improving quality of education, the
government in 2011 began setting up of a computer lab, a
well-equipped examination hall, a dormitory and a science
lab at one post-graduate college in every district.

In the secondary level, Upazila ICT Training and Resource
Centres have been established, and 295 non-government
schools have been transformed into model schools in 315
upazilas having no government schools.

Almost every village of the country now has a government
primary school after nationalisation of 26,193 more primary
schools in recent years.
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Every year, around 38 lakh students from 6th grade to
bachelor degree (pass) and equivalent level have been
provided with stipends and other assistances amounting over
Taka 675 crore while stipend provided to 29 lakh vulnerable
students so far so they could afford basic education.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid in May 2017 said
that the government this year would provide stipends to six
lakh students, especially to the girls who cannot continue
the study due to poverty.

For modernising madrasah education, the education
ministry started construction of new building for around
1000 madrasas at a cost of Taka 738 crore.
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Vocational courses have been introduced in 100 madrasas
alongside setting up of computer labs and digital classrooms.

The development in major areas of education resulted in
increase in school enrolment, girl education, adult literacy
and decrease in dropout rate.

According to a report of Bangladesh Bureau of Educational
Information and Statistics (Banbeis), the enrollment of
students in secondary level in 2016 raised to 67.84 per cent,
of which girls were 73.10 per cent and boys were 63.85 per
cent.

The dropout rate in primary level lowered to 19.2 percent
in 2016 from 20.4 per cent in 2015. Similarly, the rate in
secondary level fell to 38.3 per cent in 2016 from 40.29 in
2015 and in higher secondary level it dropped to 20.08 per
cent in 2016.

According to the report, girls comprise 51.9 per cent of the
total number of students at secondary level, which is the
highest among the E-9 countries. The other E-9 countries
are Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria
and Pakistan.

“Bangladesh achieved gender equity in primary and
secondary education well ahead of the 2015 Millennium
Development Goal”, said a World Bank report.

The adult literacy rate in the country also hit a 12-year
high of 72.3 per cent last year, according to a report of the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.

Report: Ashequn Nabi Chowdhury
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Digitised education system starts bringing
in great fruit

Setting up multimedia classrooms, providing training to
teachers to create digital content, converting all available
textbooks into e-books and publishing public exam results
online are some of the significant steps of the government in
making the education system digital.

From its beginning in May 20, 2012, with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina launching the multimedia classrooms at 1,000
schools, the initiative has started bringing in phenomenal
improvement towards ensuring quality education.

“A total of 23,331 secondary and higher secondary schools
and 10,000 primary schools now have multimedia classrooms
where nearly 1 lakh 67 thousand trained teachers provide
high quality education to around 10 million students,”
said Faruque Ahmed, e-Learning Specialist of Access to
Information (a21i).

The a2i of the Prime Minister’s Office designed the
programme to make teaching and learning more effective,
interactive and enjoyable for both students and teachers.

It has followed a 3-pronged approach to remodel education
through establishing multimedia classrooms in secondary
schools, training teachers on creating digital content and
making electronic versions of textbooks available in primary
and secondary levels, including technical, vocational,
madrasas and other institutions.

The a2i has also introduced multimedia classrooms using one
laptop with internet connection and a multimedia projector,
making the initiative much cheaper than a full-fledged
computer lab.
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Faruque, also the acting team head of the education wing
at a2i, said that students of around 5,500 madrasas are now
enjoying multimedia classroom facilities.

“We hope more schools and madrasas would develop
multimedia classrooms by themselves. If a school develops
one multimedia classroom at their own initiative, the
government will help setup two multimedia classrooms in
rural area and one in urban area,” Ahmed said.

He urged well-off people particularly the former students of
the schools concerned to join the initiatives for expediting
the digitalising process for ending disparity in education.

“Goodteachers hardly wantto go to the remote areas, resulting
in a lack of quality education in those areas, but things
have started to change,” said Naimuzzaman Bhuiyan, local
development specialist and team head of communications
and partnership wing of a2i.

He said that now a student in Panchagarh is getting the
same education as the ones sitting in a famous school in
the capital city as the teachers are getting the similar digital
content from the Teachers’ Portal a platform for necessary
digital contents for primary, secondary and higher secondary
teachers.

Teachers of schools, vocational institutions and madrasas
can be the members of this portal. They are also allowed to
develop and upload digital contents as it is a collaboration and
co-creation platform for ensuring quality digital education.

The National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB)
partnered with a2i, has made e-version of all the text books
of primary and secondary levels and uploaded those to on a
website (http://www.ebook.gov.bd).
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on April 24, 2011, launched
e-book site. Students, guardians, teachers, researchers and
anyone can read the e-books on the site from anywhere and
can even download for later use. Anyone can read those
e-books on their desktop, laptop or tablet computers, e-book
readers or mobile phones.

Mahmudul Hasan’s daughter Nafisa is a student of class-
eight in Bangladesh International School in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, and found the e-book very handy in helping his
daughter preparing her home work.

“It is a great decision of introducing the site and all the
expatriate students and their parents like us are immensely
benefitting from the facility,” Hasan said.
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The government has also taken different projects to bring
the differently able children to the mainstream of the
society. One such project is to distribute multimedia players
containing multimedia digital talking books to schools
for the visually impaired students. Vashkar Bhattacharjee,
a visually impired person, invented the software for the
talking books. Any students with access to computers,
tablets or android operated phones can play this software,
listen or read for free.

According to a2i, there are 2.5 lakh visually challenged
people in this country, many of whom are studying at
different educational institutes.

“We have already converted all textbooks up to grade 10
to multimedia talking books,” said a2i policy adviser Anir
Chowdhury.

Director General of Department of Social Services (DSS)
Gazi Md Nurul Kabir said, multimedia talking books will
play a vital role in our efforts to help settle visually impaired
students in the mainstream of the society.

From 2009, people are getting results of exams like SSC,
HSC, JSC and PSC in their mobile phones through SMS.
From 2010, they are getting it online, leaving the days far
behind when people used to stand in long queues, only to
have a glimpse at the result of their loved ones.

Since 2009, students are also being able to apply for
admission in 32 public universities and 400 colleges.

Report: Mahmudul Hassan

105



Physically challenged students fulfilling
dreams on stipends

Physical disabilities, poverty and various social impediments
could not stop Raihan, Pritom and Bristi to achieve their
goals, thanks to the stipend introduced by the government
for the physically challenged students.

The three energetic, hard working and visionary students
have become inspirations for the young people by continuing
their studies, leaving behind the legacy of abject poverty
and their physical disabilities, with support of the stipend,
introduced nine years ago.

Raihan Mia (22), a final year student of Pakundia Degree
College in Kishoregan;j district, became physically disabled at
the age of one year and six months after suffering from polio.

He lost his father prior to his secondary school cretificate
examination. Fourth among his six brothers and sisters,
Raihan passed SSC in 2009 and later was admitted Jangalia
High School and College.

He had to continue his studies and run his family as well with
his little earnings which came from his private tuition. His
fate started changing when the government introduced stipend
programme for the physically challenged students in 2010.

“It would be impossible for me to continue my studies and
run my family if I could not get the stipend,” said Raihan.

Physically challenged Pritom Chandra Pal, a class five
student of Government Science College and High School,
has been grown up in a poverty-stricken family with
immature fingers in both of his hands and legs.

His father, a medicine store staff, admitted Pritom into a
local school since he has no financial ability to get his kid
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admit into specialised educational institutions set up for the
physically challenged children.

However Pritom’s father Samir Chandra Pal contacted
the social welfare department and included his son in the
education stipend progartmme. Pritom is now getting Taka
500 monthly as education stipend from the government to
continue his studies. Now, he is not worried about his studies.

Brishti Aktar, an ill-fated teenager, lost her right hand as her
father at one stage of anger hacked her by a machete when
she was 14 years old.

Her ill-tempered father later divorced Brishti’s mother and
tied knot with another woman. Then, the courageous Brishti
took a vow to continue her study for minimising sufferings
of her mother. But, her mother did not have the ability to
admit her daughter into school due to financial crisis. When
the government introduced the stipend for the disabled
children, Brishti got admitted into the school to materialise
her dream of establishing herself in society.

Now, she is a class 10 student of Hosenpur Pilot Girls’
High School. Under the government’s education stipend
programme, she is now getting Taka 600 per month to meet
her educational expenses.

“We are happy with the results of Brishti since she is
doing well in her examinations like other physically-sound
students despite her physical disabilities,” said Zinnat Aktar,
headmistress of Hosenpur Pilot Girls High School.

Like Brishti, Raihan and Pritom, the government’s education
stipend programme is playing an important role in establishing
rights and materialising dreams of hundreds of physically
challenged, poor, distressed children and youths across the country.
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The programme was launched to establish constitutional
rights of the poor and physically challenged children and
youths. Initially, 12,209 physically disabled students have
been brought under the programme through the government’s
Social Welfare Department.

According to Social Welfare Department, a total of 13,000
students were benefitted by the programme in 2008-2009 financial
year when annual allocation for the project was Taka six crore.

In 2016-17 financial year, the number of beneficiaries rose to
70,000 when an allocation of Taka nearly 48 crore was made
available for the project. Statistic shows that the number of
beneficiaries of the project was increased five times in the
last nine months when allocation rose to eight times.

Syeda Ferdous Aktar, director of the Education Stipend
Programme, said the programmme has been introduced to include
the physically challenged youths in the mainstream of society.

“We are conducting a countrywide survey aimed at
bringing all physically challenged poor students under the
programme,” she said adding the number of beneficiaries
and allocation in the project would be raised in future to
fulfil the objective of the programme.

According to  Education Stipend Implementation
Policy-2013, the physically challenged students, who are,
studying in government recognised educational institutions
and whose average family income is no more than Taka
36,000 annually, would be primarily selected for the stipend.

According to the policy, a disabled student has to apply to the
upazila or district social welfare officer in a prescribed form.

Following scrutiny of the applications, the beneficiaries are
selected. Later, the beneficiaries have to open a bank account
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depositing Taka 10 only in the name of their legitimate
guardians to receive the stipend money.

Talking to this correspondent, many guardians of the disabled
students said that the education stipend for physically
challenged students has been playing a pivotal role to
provide hassle-free education to the disabled students.

They however, urged the government to set the stipend
amount considering education expenses in rural and urban
areas. The amount in urban areas should be more than that of
rural area considering higher cost of education in urban areas.
The amount of stipend is same for urban and rural areas.

Report: Anwar Rosen, Translation: Aminul Islam Mirja
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Education enlightens coastal children

The size of the national flag is well-memorised by Ruma. Not
only Ruma, all of students of the Education Support Centre
of Naler Char under Hatia upazila in Noakhali now know
answers to these questions. The children, who are also good
in dance, song, rhyme and poetry, are students of class One.

Ruma’s dream is becoming a teacher. She said after
completing education in this school, she will study at Hatia
College. Then she will take teaching as profession after
returning to her own village.

Rubel wants to be a doctor after studying at Dhaka Medical
College as doctors are not available in his area. Many
local children suffer from diseases, but they receive a little
treatment. So Rubel’s aim is to become a physician.

Salma dreams of becoming a journalist because journalists
save life by alerting the people about ensuing cyclones
through community radio.

Shahina Begum, a teacher of the Education Support Centre,
said the centre is running for the students of play group to
class two.

Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) has been working
for the development of 85,000 families in 17 districts
including in haor and coastal areas to check dropout of the
children and enlighten them in education.

PKSF, with some other non-government organisations
(NGOs), is running a “supportive programme” to achieve
sustainable development goals (SDGs), set out for education.

PKSF Deputy Managing Director Dr Md. Jashim Uddin said
the rate of dropout students in remote areas was 12 per cent
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when the programme was launched in 2012. But, the rate
declined to 0.5 per cent after five years meaning that now
only one student drops out among 200 students. As many as
4500 children are getting education through 150 education
support centres of four coastal unions.

Shahina Begum said the children come to the support
centres after school. They get lesson on national anthem,
physical exercise, moral education and on Bengali, English
and mathematics. The interest of the local people in these
centres is much more. Illiterate and ultra poor parents are
becoming aware of sending their children to school instead
of earning through them. She also said all teachers are
imparted two-day training for teaching in these schools
so that they make education joyful for the children and
eventually can check dropout.

While visiting a support centre in Nijhum Dwip, many of
the children there expressed their desire to pursue higher
education.

A student, Raquib, said he didn’t feel so good earlier in
reading books. But now he goes to school every day as he
enjoys study.

Md Rafiqul Alam, executive director of Dwip Unnayon
Sangstha, a non-government organisation, said currently
they are running 90 education support centres. A child needs
12 years to complete study up to class five. Ultra poor island
people consider the children, aged 12 years, are capable
of earning. So they engage such children in work. He said
working in shrimp enclosures is the main profession of the
children in the area.

These children earn Tk 30 to Tk 100 a day by catching
shrimp fry. Many children go to fishing boats. However
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many children of char areas have started going to schools,
Alam said.

PKSF Deputy Managing Director Dr Jashim Uddin said the
foundation has been running “Samriddhi” programme for
coordinated development. There are 5,200 education support
centres across the country. Of them, 150 are in coastal areas.
Thirty students are enrolled in each centre.

He thinks that the quality of education would decline if more
than 30 students are admitted to a centre.

“We don’t let any child to be dropped out. There is no
favourable environment to study at home of these children,”
PKSF Chairman Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said.

He said such children can’t get lesson properly in their class.
They leave the school feeling shame after being failed to
do homework every day. So support centres prepare school
lessons for the children and that’s why they secure top 10
positions in their class.

Dr Ahmed said this programme was launched in 21 unions
on experimental basis and later in 150 unions.

“All children will be brought under the programme in
phases,” he said.

Report: Rabeya Baby , Translation: A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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Digital attendance helps school to
achieve academic excellence in Rangpur

The digital attendance system for students, teachers, officials
and employees has brought significant impact on academic
activities and management of a school in the Rangpur
divisional city.

Rangpur Police Line School and College (PLSC), a school
which piloted and subsequently implemented fully a digital
attendance system, set a replicable example of digitisation
of school activities for attaining academic excellence.

“We launched the digital attendance system for the first
time in the country in 2011, adopting information and
communication technologies (ICT) for managing day to day
and other major activities of the school,” said Principal of
the school Professor Dr KM Jalal Uddin Akbar.

A total of 5,000 students, including 1,500 in the primary
from Junior one to class five and 3,500 from class six to class
twelve, are studying in the educational institution, which has
already earned a good name for its standard of education.
The digital attendance system automatically sends SMS
to the guardians as soon as their children enter the school
using their digital attendance cards. Similarly, the system
sends SMS to the guardians concerned if their children do
not come to school or remain absent.

“The system has ensured cent per cent attendance of the
students in classes as they are fined for absence or delay
in attaining classes without valid reasons,” Dr Jalal said,
adding that school dropout rate has also reduced to almost
zero level.
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Besides the students’ attendance, the system has also helped
the school to earn academic excellence, taking the school to
the first position in Dinajpur Education Board in the HSC
examinations in 2016.

RangSoft ICT Services initially provided assistance to install
and run the system when the students, teachers, officials and
employees had to punch their identity cards in the punching
machine to register their presence automatically.

“As a part of our continuous efforts to upgrade the attendance
system, we later, appointed another private sector software
development company, to make the system more user-
friendly for the students of all ages, including minor ones,”
Dr Jalal added.

Report: Mamun Islam
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‘Tathya Apa’ takes digital services to
rural women

The women, who did not have access to digital gadgets like
internet, computer, email or videoconferencing only a few
years ago, are now getting benefit of these modern tools of
communication.

The credit for the significant changes to the women goes to
the “Tathya Apa” of Information Centres (Digital Centres)
who nowadays are providing necessary information
especially to the rural women either from the digital centres
or going to the doorsteps of the women requiring digital
services.

The services include information related to health problem,
commodity market, use of balanced fertilisers and pesticides
and filing of online job applications. One can also get
necessary assistance for legal aid in case of being tortured.

Three Tathya Apas give services in one Digital Centre in
every upazila. A Tathya Apa sits in a Digital Centre, while
the remaining two visit homes with laptops.

Under the scheme, a call centre has been set up at the main
building of Jatiya Mohila Sangstha in the capital city. Women
from across the country can get information on the six issues
from the experts by dialing 10922 to the call centre.

Some 2.70 lakh women took services from 39 Tathya Apas
of 13 Digital Centres during 2013 to 2017. Most of the
women go to the “Tathya Apa” for health related problem
and jobs. Like Nilufar Begum, a housewife of Kotalipara in
Gopalganj, who was scared about some abnormality in her
breasts.
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Initially, Nilufar thought she got breast cancer. So she didn’t
want to disclose the matter to anyone fearing social trauma.
Nilufar, however, informed it to Tathya Apa on the day when
the information lady visited her house. Tathya Apa instantly
launched internet in her laptop and showed Nilufar the
matters of breast examination with photos from websites.

She also demonstrated the symptoms of the breast cancer
that could be seen when it develops in one’s body. With the
help of Tathya Apa, Nilufar got advice from physicians and
eventually was cured.

Sabitri Das often visited Tathya Apa to know whether there
was any news about the job of her daughter. She used to take
the help from Tathya Apa in filling up the job application of
her daughter.

Besides the service receivers, many rural women are also
choosing the profession of Tathya Apa. Like Sonia Aktar
of Gopalganj Sadar upazila, who has become a Tathya Apa
after completing post graduation degree from Gopalganj
Bangabandhu College. She took one-year training on
computer and joined Kotalipara Digital Centre as an
information assistant in November, 2012.

“We provide internet-based information in 12 unions of
Kotalipara,” said Sonia adding that the services are highly
appreciated by the people.

Nazneen Aktar, another Tathya Apa of Bheramara, Kushtia,
is now working as an information assistant after obtaining
post graduation degree from Jagannath University.

Both Sonia and Nazneen said they are not doing only job,
but are also working for women empowerment. It gives us
pleasure, they said.
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The government launched the Tathya Apa Project on July
5 in 2011 to provide digital services to rural poor and
underprivileged women. The first phase of the project run
by the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs ended in
December 2015.

.
o

The main aim of the project was to take information services
to the doorsteps of the grassroots women. The work of
the scheme commenced in 13 selected upazilas of seven
divisions with a budget of over Taka 13 crore.

Director of Tathya Apa Project Mina Parveen said as the
first phase of the project was a success, the government has
decided to go for the second phase in 490 upazilas.

“We hope that we could launch the second phase of the
project soon,” she added.

Report : Sebika Debnath, Translation : A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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Joyeeta for fulfilling dreams of women
small entrepreneurs

Naznin Akhtar Mukta, a woman deserted by her husband, has
become a successful small entrepreneur with support from
Joyeeta, an initiative of the Ministry of Women and Children
Affairs for empowering women.

Hailing from Munshiganj, the initial stage of Naznin to
become an entrepreneur was not smooth as she had to face
many obstacles from her husband and other family members .

“I have left my husband and my family. I was rebuked by my
relatives and other members of my family when I wanted to
establish myself as a successful entrepreneur. Now, Joyeeta
is my dream as I want to see myself as a selfreliant and
successful entrepreneur,” said Naznin.

Narrating the obstacles she had to face for starting with
Joyeeta, she said, “The beginning stage was so tough for
me...I had to face many obstacles at every step. I could not
get shelter at my in-laws house. Husband could not believe
me and eventually he deserted me”.

At one stage, Naznin said that she later came to Dhaka and
started working as a sales girl in Joyeeta. “Since then I have
been working with Joyeeta as my dream was to become a
self-reliant woman entrepreneur. Now I am a successful-
entrepreneur,” she added.

Naznin said that she is now supervising her own business after
establishing an association named “Uttoron Nari Unnayan”
where about 50 women are working.

Like Naznin, at least 140 women including Salma, Deizi,
Nilufer, Tahmina, Babita Das, Nasima and Zohra from across
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the country have been working with Joyeeta. But, their initial
stage to become an entrepreneur was not so easy. They had
overcome all obstacles through hard work and creativity.

Joyeeta, a symbol of women’s triumph, is a very popular name
in Bangladesh. The Bengali word Joyeeta connotes victory of
women. It is a dedicated business platform to support and
facilitate the grass root women entrepreneurs to showcase
and market their own arts, crafts, products and services.

The journey of Joyeeta began on December 16, 2011 with
180 women entrepreneurs aimed at encouraging women
throughout the country to become self-reliant.

The Joyeeta marketing centre is situated on 24,000 sqft
area on the 3rd and 4th floors of Rapa Plaza in the city’s
Dhanmondi area. But, the government has taken a project to
construct a 16-storied “Joyeeta Bhavan” involving Taka two
crore in the same area with modern facilities.

At present, government is providing 80 per cent of the total
runing cost of Joyeeta. But, total profit goes to the women
entrepreneurs coming from different areas of the country.
They are selling their own products in their stalls inside
Joyeeta. The monthly rent of each stall is Taka 5,000 only.

Different varieties of rice, ghee, pickle, various types of
handicrafts made by bamboo, jute products, bed sheet, pillow
cover, curtain, male and female dresses are on display for sale
in their stalls. Besides, there is a food court.

Salma Daisi, a woman entrepreneur hailed from Bera upazila
of Pabna district, is used to sell various readymade garments
ina “Joyeeta” stall. “I am happy as I have become a successful
entrepreneur through Joyeeta. I want to remain involve with
Joyeeta Foundation in the rest of my life,” she said.
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According to the Women Affairs Department, products of
180 registered associations across the country are being sold
in the Joyeeta’s stalls.

The government has already taken various measurers to
expand the work of Joyeeta across the country.

Under this programme, an outlet of Joyeeta was opened at
Haluaghat in Mymensingh recently. Besides, two separate
outlets would be opened in Kaliganj, Gazipur and Bandarban
soon. There is a plan to open its outlets in each upazila and
district headquarters across the country in phases.

The foundation also arranges temporary residential facility
for the women who come to Dhaka with their products. To
this end, it has set up a hostel on the sixth floor of the office
of district women affairs officer in the city’s Lalmatia area.
A sales assistant can stay in the hostel by paying Taka 20 per
day. But, the chairperson of any association has to pay Taka
50 per day to stay in the hostel.

Report : Selina Sheuly, Translation : Aminul Islam Mirja

135

="
Tk



Computer training expediting
women empowerment

Many women in 64 district towns and hundreds of villages
across the country have become self-reliant after obtaining
basic computer training, thanks to a state-funded project.

Under the project, thousands of women have completed
training on computer and ICT while many of them got jobs
in cyber cafes and broadband internet service providing
centres in different towns and rural business centres.

The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, the
implementing authority of the project, has targeted providing
computer training to 28,070 educated women at the 64
districts by 2018 to help them get a decent lifestyle.

The “District Based Women Computer Training Project” was
introduced in July 2002 and continued till February 2007,
covering limited areas in 10 districts. Later, the project, in
the second phase, was extended to 30 districts and continued
till June 2013.

Considering the growing demand for computer training for
women, Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha (JMS) under the Ministry
of Women and Children Affairs, has initiated the 3rd phase
of the project under the name “District Based Women
Computer Training Project”.

The 3rd phase, a merger of two ongoing projects “District-
Based Women Computer Training Project (2nd phase)” and
“IT Programme for Women” in 64 districts began in July-
2013 and will continue till June 2018.

Under the project, a six-month training course is being
provided on computer applications following a syllabus of
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the Technical Education Board. JMS district committees are
running the training centres at the local level.

Different banks, particularly the state-run Karmasangsthan
Bank (employment bank), are distributing loans to the
trained women to help them start business.

“We have achieved significant success in attaining the goals
of the project,” JMS Chairman Professor Momtaz Begum
told BSS.

She said many women have already become self-reliant after
getting computer training under the project, noting that the
training empowered the women for changing their livelihood
and lifestyle, with making them successful entrepreneurs or
IT professionals.

Besides the projects, JMS is implementing a project
named “Tathya Apa” (a woman who provides necessary
information to rural women) for empowering women
through information technology.

“We hope, these projects would take the benefit of the
initiative of “Digital Bangladesh” to the grassroots level,”
JMS chairman said.

Report : Ashraful Haque
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Underprivileged women marching
forward in Rajshahi

Uroshi Mahfila Fateha is now a successful entrepreneur
in Rajshahi city. But the success didn’t come overnight
as she had to cross many hurdles to attain it. For her
achievement, she got Joyeeta Award in Rajshahi this year.
Uroshi, a resident of Upashahar area in the divisional city,
says her journey towards becoming an entrepreneur was
not smooth.

“After passing HSC in 2006, I got admitted to the
Department of Fine Arts at Rajshahi University. Besides my
regular study, I started designing sharees in house. I got a
huge response from the people that increased demand of my
works,” she said.

Uroshi embarked on her venture after purchasing necessary
inputs at a cost of Taka 2,000. Now, she owns a big
commercial organisation. Her products are also being
exported to some countries.

Uroshi is taking herself and others forward on her strong
mental strength and willpower. As many as 1000 other
women are now working in her organisation.

Like Uroshi, four other women received the Joyeeta Award
from Rajshahi this year in recognition to their significant
contribution to this sector.

Not only the five including Uroshi, many other women
entrepreneurs are contributing a lot towards strengthening
the business in Rajshahi and its adjacent areas.
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Thirty skilled women are working in Niloy-Osman Motor
Industries Limited alongside 172 male workers here, said
Mahmudun Nabi, administrative officer of the factory.
Many underprivileged and distressed women have become
self-reliant through working in boutique houses in the
metropolis, contributing a lot to the society.

This way, women participation in economic activities
is gradually increasing. Participation of rural women in
economic activities is also rising.

District Women Affairs Office imparted training to 940
unemployed women on various trades like modern tailoring
and embroidery, mobile phone servicing, beautification,
food processing and packaging and shopping bag making in
order to improve their living and livelihood.

Besides, 3,412 other women were given microcredit of Taka
2.46 crore for their self-employment, said Shahnaj Begum,
the district women affairs officer.

“We provided grants of Taka 33.05 lakh to 188 Volunteer
Women Organisations (VWOs),” she said.

Each of the organisations arranges awareness and life-skill
development training at their own training centre for women
involving them in various post-training income-generation
activities for their self-reliance.

More than 2100 VWOs members were imparted training on
leadership and managerial skill development so that they
can make their organisations more effective and dynamic.

Another project titled “Women Skill-based Training for
Livelihood” is also being implemented with the main
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thrust of making the underprivileged and neglected women
especially divorcee, widow and financially backward self-
reliant.

Under the project, the targeted women are provided
three-month training. They are also given financial
and some other requisite support after training.
“We have founded ‘Angona Boutique and Fashion’ and it is
being operated by our Angona Mohila Samity successfully,

making more than 100 women income-generators,” said
Iffat Ara, director of the samity.
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Similarly, Daudpur Mohila Kalyan Samity’s Shefali
Boutique and Mohona Mohila Kalyan Samity’s Mohona
Boutiques transformed at least 175 women self-reliant.

“We have engaged around 50 women in skill development
training for their livelihood,” said Anwara Begum, president
of Dashmari Distressed Women Welfare Association.

After completing their training, the beneficiary women
are doing block, boutique and embroidery works in their
respective areas, and many of them attained their long-
cherished economic emancipation.

Anwara Begum told BSS that the boutique houses are
established and are being operated with the assistance of the
District Women Affairs Office.

“Raziya Sultana, 25, of Dharampur Bazekazla earns around
Tk 400-500 per day after making and selling cloth bags for
shopping. Now, she is on the afoot to say goodbye to her
long-lasting poverty and hunger,” said a local community
leader.

Shahnaj Begum told BSS that her department is very much
positive to involve the socially backward women in the
country’s overall development process.

Sharing views on the issue, Kalpona Roy, the local unit
president of Bangladesh Mohila Parishad, said supporting
skill development of the poor women in the society for
better economic condition is very important.

Report : Aynal Haque
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Women breaking glass ceiling on rise

The number of women taking their strong footing in
administration, corporate and enterprises is increasing
steadily, thanks to the wvarious initiatives for women
empowerment by both public and private sectors.

Senior assistant vice president of Southeast Bank Mahmuda
Begum is one of the women who sets a bright example
of empowering themselves in a sector used to be man
dominated for years.

“Only a few women were in banking profession due mainly
to long office timing when I joined Southeast Bank as a
trainee assistant officer in 1995, Mahmuda, also manager
of the Dhanmondi Ladies Branch of the bank, told BSS.

She credited to her father, a former official of Bangladesh
Bank, for the support to be a banker.

“I like to see more women taking banking as a profession
and contributing to the sustainable development of the
country,” said Mahmuda, who also leads eight female staff
at her branch for dealing with over 1280 clients.

Anis A Khan, Chairman of Association of Bankers,
Bangladesh (ABB), lauded the role of women bankers saying
that they are highly sincere and committed to their duties.

Khan, also Managing Director at the Mutual Trust Bank
Limited, said about 21.0 per cent of the total employees in
his bank is women and their performances are equal to their
male colleagues.

Besides the formal sector, many women in the informal

sectors are showing their strength and excellence to get the
strong footing in the society.
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For example, Nayan Selina is one of the women who broke
the glass ceiling to become an entrepreneur by running a
hotel and poultry business in the beach town of Cox’s Bazar.

“I sold my ornaments for Taka 17000 to start a small poultry
farm in 1995 after my husband abandoned me with two
minors,” Selina said, but without expressing any remorse
for the appalling episode of her life.

She, however, admitted that the new journey of her life
was not easy as many banks just showed cold shoulder to
her loan applications. After a long struggle, things started
to take a good shape with the state-owned Karmasangsthan
Bank (Employment Bank) giving her Taka 45,000 to expand
her business.

Selina has already become a successful entrepreneur and
has been awarded by many organisations for her success.

Sultana Poppy has been empowering many women for years
to make a decent life. Like Selina, her journey to success
was also a challenge. After obtaining secondary school
certificate in 1998, she had to take a job in a non-government
organisation only for living. She worked as a saleswoman
for few years before hitting the path of her dream to be her
own boss.

Eventually, Poppy set up the Rangdhanu Academy, a block
and boutique training centre for women aspiring to have
their own business.

“I took training from Department of Youth Development
(DYD) and started the academy with own savings and loan
from my husband and DYD,” said Poppy, who was awarded
by the DYD as a successful self-employed woman.
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As of July 2016, DYD provided necessary training to about
48 lakh youths, of them 20 lakh became self-reliant, said
DYD Director General Anwarul Karim, noting that nearly
30.0 per cent of the trained youths are women while most of
the training modules were especially designed for women
empowerment.

World Bank lead economist Dr Zahid Hossain in Dhaka
underscored the need for participating women in the
country’s labour force to attain higher GDP growth and
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030, saying only 34.0 per cent women labour force are now
contributing to the country’s growth.

“If Bangladesh can raise the participation of women in
labour force by 10.0 per cent in the next five years, it would
drive the GDP growth by 1.0 per cent”, he said.

Bangladesh Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BWCCI) President Selima Ahmed said without empowering
women, Bangladesh cannot achieve one of the key goals of
the SDGs.

“BWCCI has already provided training to over 35,000
women and is now working on giving training to 9,000
more in 120 upazilas across the country,” she said.

Selima, also the vice-chairperson of the Nitol-Niloy Group,
urged all to give women proper support, including finance
and training to help achieve the country’s development
goals.

Report : A K M Kamaluddin Chowdhury
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80pc people now get electricity

Power supply gives new life to rural people

Electricity changes lifestyle of Khulna people

BEZA to set up solar zone for 1000 MW electricity

Electricity-run irrigation making farm activities profitable
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80pc people now get electricity

The country’s power sector showed a rapid growth in recent
years, with currently providing 80 per cent of the country’s
total population effective access to electricity, according to
official sources.

The latest data of Power Division of the Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources showed that the number of
electricity customers rose to 2.49 crore in 2017 from 1.08
crore in 2009.

Nearly 45 lakh households in remote areas across the country
also got solar power system in the past few years.

The 2.49 crore customers together with the 45 lakh home
solar systems effectively made electricity available to 80.0
per cent of the country’s total population, said a Power Cell
official.

For providing more people with electricity, the power
generation and supply authorities significantly increased the
generation, expanded distribution lines and cut system loss,
the official said.

The electricity generation capacity rose this year
to 15,379 megawatts (MW) from 4,942 MW in
2009 when the per capita power generation surged
to 407 kwh (Kilowatt-Hour) from 220 kwh. The
distribution lines also expanded to 1.41 lakh kilometers.
The daily power generation hit the record high at 9471 MW
on May 27, 2017, Director General of Power Cell Engineer
Mohammad Hossain said.

He said the system loss during this period also declined to
13.10 per cent from 16.85 per cent with effective monitoring.
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He said the government set a target of generating 24,000
MW power by 2021.

To achieve this goal, 34 power plants would come into
operation from 2017 to 2021, adding 11,363 MW to the
national grid.

Tender process has been initiated for another 34 power
plants having a total capacity of 4,917 MW. These plants
are expected to start operation from 2018 to 2023 in phases.

The government has also a plan to construct 11 power plants
with a total capacity of 6,415 MW.

Apart from increasing domestic generation capacity, the
government would import more power from neighbouring
countries, Hussain said.

“Talks are now going on for importing electricity from
Nepal and Bhutan besides India,” he said.

The official said Sandwip upazila and some other islands
and chars would be supplied electricity by setting up about
80-kilometres submarine cable in the Bay.

Report : A K M Kamaluddin Chowdhury
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Power supply gives new life to rural people

Aminul Islam has almost eradicated his financial hardship
and uncertainty as he got a way of regular earning.

After getting electricity connection, he started a welding
business at Jahanabad Bazar.

Earlier, the 30-year-old Aminul, a resident of Purbapara
village under Mohanpur upazila in the district, used to work
as a day-labourer in other’s welding shop.

But, he couldn’t manage his four-member family properly
as he faced a lot of troubles with his low earning.

At present, he earns Taka 12,000 to 15,000 per month. After
overcoming the problems, he attained capability of saving
some money every day. And it is the power connection
which played the key role in changing his life.

Like Aminul, Sufiya Begum, Rabiul Islam and Marufa
Begum of Chalk Jhikra village and Asma Begum and Mokbul
Hossain of Khardagovindapur village under Sardaha Union
Parishad in Charghat upazila also got electricity connection.
They are now engaged in various income-generation
activities like household poultry farming, small business
and tailoring.

Local office of Rural Electrification Board (REB) along
with its Rajshahi Pally Bidyut Samity (RPBS) is giving new
power connections to the rural people facilitating them to
become self-reliant.

RPBS has been distributing power supply to Paba, Mohanpur,
Durgapur, Tanore and Godagari upazilas of the district since
1996, contributing a lot towards improving socio-economic
condition of the people.
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The RPBS has, so far, commissioned 4,285 kilometres of
distribution line providing power connections to 1,99,872
clients including 1,83,716 houses, 2,768 irrigation pumps,
8,841 commercial establishments, 1,112 industrial units and
3,289 charitable organisations.

Meanwhile, a target has been set to bring all upazilas of
the district under power supply network by June next year
as part of the Prime Minister’s 100 per cent electrification
programme.

“We are pledge-bound to bring all areas of five upazilas in
the district that fall in our jurisdiction under power supply
network by June next year,” said Engineer Mozammel
Haque, general manager of RPBS.

He said 100 per cent households in Paba and Durgapur
upazilas were already brought under power supply coverage
in December last. Mohanpur and Tanore upazilas are
scheduled to be brought under the network by this June and
December respectively and the rest Godagari upazila by
June next year.

The RPBS general manager said power supply is
indispensable and there is no alternative to it for elevating
the living condition of the people besides accelerating the
country’s development.

“That’s why the present government has attached highest
priority to the sector and has been implementing massive
and effective projects,” he said.

Engineer Haque said since its inception in 1996, RPBS
is playing a vital role in agricultural, industrial and socio
economic development of the district through providing
power services.
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The rural electrification programme being “carried out by
RPBS has helped in the development of socio economic
condition of rural areas in the district”, he said.

Meanwhile, there is a significant success of Power
Development Board (PDB) in ensuring quality power supply
to all people at rational and tolerable price in the region.

“Now, we have 7.30 lakh consumers and 19,500 irrigation
connections in eight districts under Rajshahi division,” said
Khaleda Easriba Lima, assistant chief engineer of Northern
Zone Power Distribution Company Limited.“The number
was 3.98 lakh and 17,550 respectively in 2009,” he added.

It has, so far, commissioned 7,814 kilometres of distribution
line with 1012 grid substations supplying power to the
clients. Load demand has now increased to 962 megawatts
from 407 mw in 2009. System loss has been reduced to
10.50 per cent from 14.65 per cent.

As part of promoting renewable energy to lessen the rising
pressure on fossil fuel, 40,000 solar home systems were
installed in the district, Engineer Lima said.

Report : Aynal Haque
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Electricity changes lifestyle of Khulna people

Basab Nandi, 20, a second year student of Batiaghata
College, are now happy as he can finish his homework every
day, thanks to the power connection that his family home
got about three months back.

Basob lives in Jharvanga, a remote village of Batiaghata
upazila under the district with his family where his father is
the only bread earner from small farming.

“My higher secondary exam is approaching and I was
worried about it as I could not study at night due to lack of
power supply to my house,” said Basob, pointing out that
his father’s income was not enough to afford kerosene oil
for his study lamp.

However, he said the scenario changed three months ago,
with getting power connection from Pally Bidyut Samity
under the government’s policy of bringing all houses under
power supply in phases.

Like Basob, residents of this area, mostly small farmers, were
greatly happy with the power supply that made irrigation
available for cropping and offering them the opportunities
of watching television and using other electric gadgets.

“We had to pass days in uncertainties awaiting rain for
cropping,” Prahlad Chandra Zoarder, 65, a farmer of village
Hatbatia said, noting that those days were difficult as yield
was not assured and enough from rain-fed cropping.

Currently, Zoardar and hundreds other farmers are using
water pumps for irrigation, which assured yield in time and
more crops from the same amount of land because of timely
irrigation.
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According to Khulna Pally Bidyut Samity (PBS), a total
of 33,000 families out of 38,000 of seven unions under
Batiaghata upazila have been brought under power supply.
Samity official said that the rest 5,000 families would get
power connection by June 2018.

“There is no load shedding in this area”, Additional General
Manager (AGM) of Pally Biddut Samity Sayeed Hossain
said.

He, however, pointed out that the Samity was incurring loss
as it supplies power to the rural people at subsidised rate.

“We sell per unit electricity at an average rate of Taka
3.81 while purchasing price from Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB) is Taka 4.51. There is also
11.54 per cent system loss”, he said.

While visiting village Kismot Phultala, Gagmari and
Hatbati, this correspondent found that people were watching
televisions at many thatched houses. Many of the residents
are also using electric fans, refrigerators, rice cookers and
other electrical equipments.

Several villagers including Mohammad Ali, Lutfar Rahman
and Shankar Mondal said they could not enjoy television in
their houses earlier due to lack of electricity.

Basudeb Mondal, an assistant professor of Batiaghata
College said that electricity changes people’s lifestyle while
rural economy is developing on power supply.

Report : S M Jahid Hossain
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BEZA to set up solar zone for 1000 MW electricity

Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority (BEZA) has planned
setting up of a big solar power zone for generating at least
1000 megawatts (MW) of electricity, official sources said.

“The authority has started the process of acquiring around 4000
acres of land at Baher Char in Chandpur District to develop
the solar power zone, which will be the country’s biggest hub
for alternative energy,” BEZA Executive Chairman Paban
Chowdhury told BSS.

The solar power zone could be named after father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, provided that
the approval is given from the Prime Minister Office (PMO),
the BEZA chief said.

“Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB) and Power
China have shown interest in developing the solar power
zone,” he said, noting that BPDB would get 1,000 acres land,
keeping the rest 3,000 acres for Power China for setting up the
solar power zone.

He hoped that the development of the solar power zone would
begin soon so it could start generating electricity from late
next year in phases.

“Unlike conventional power plant, setting up of solar power
system does not take much time,” Chowdhury said.

He said establishing of solar power zone would also ensure
better use of sandy char land those are not suitable for cropping.

A big portion of the electricity would be supplied to the
national grid to help meet the growing demand, Chowdhury
said.
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Besides developing the mega solar power zone, BEZA
would give the Power Division nearly 2,000 acres of land at
Mirersharai Economic Zone in Chittagong to develop another
solar hub for producing 600MW electricity.

The government has a target of generating 24,000 MW
of power in 2021 and 60,000 MW in 2041 for meeting the
increasing demand for electricity. At least 10.0 per cent of the
demand would be met from renewable sources including solar
power system.

The country is now producing 15,379 MW of electricity to
supply to 2.49 crore customers across the country. Nearly 45
lakh households in thousand of villages of the country also got
solar power system in the past few years.

Report : A K M Kamaluddin Chowdhury
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Electricity-run irrigation making farm
activities profitable

The electricity-run irrigation system are making farm
activities more profitable by reducing crop cultivation cost
and increasing food production in Rangpur district.

“Electricity-run 912 deep tubewells (DTWs), 16,751
shallow tubewells (STWSs) and five low lift pumps (LLPs)
are providing irrigation to some 65,000 hectares of land in
Rangpur district,” said Deputy Director of the Department
of Agricultural Extension (DAE) SM Ashraf Ali. Besides,
he said the farmers are using four diesel-run DTWs, one
solar powered DTW, 56,131 diesel-run STWs, 65 solar
power-run STWs and 20 diesel-run LLPs for irrigation on
over 68,000 hectares of land.

The farmers are getting electricity-run irrigation facilities
using own irrigation pumps; and DTWs, STWs and LLPs
being managed by Bangladesh Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) and Barind Multipurpose Development
Authority (BMDA).

The Rural Electrification Board (REB) through Palli Bidyut
Samity (PBS) and Northern Zone Power Distribution Company
Limited are providing electricity to irrigation pumps.

Expanding use of electricity-run irrigation facilities helped
the farmers in producing 13.34 lakh tonnes of potato in
2017 against 11.52 lakh tonnes in 2016, three lakh tonnes
vegetables in 2017 against 2.52 lakh tonnes in 2016 in the
district, he said.

“Despite discouraging cultivation of high-irrigation water
consumption crops, the farmers produced 5.44 tonnes of
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Boro rice in 2017, 5.46 lakh tonnes in 2016 and 5.61 lakh
tonnes of Boro rice in 2015 here,” Ashraf added.

Talking to BSS, farmer Ariful Haque Batul of village
Najirdigar under Sadar upazila said he cultivates Boro
rice and other crops on his 3.50 acres of land using own
electricity-run irrigation pump.

Ariful spends Taka 3,000 per acre of his sandy land for
cultivating Boro rice using one electricity-run irrigation
pump while other farmers are spending up to Taka 10,000
per acre there using own diesel-run STWs.

“The REB through Rangpur PBS-1 supplies electricity to
my irrigation pump at Taka 3.82 per unit with 20 per cent
subsidy on total bills,” he said, adding that he also cultivates
potato, vegetables and other crops on his land.

Abul Hossain of village Tahirpur under Mithapukur upazila
said he cultivates Boro rice in his one acre of sandy-loamy
land using prepaid digitised card to avail irrigation water
being supplied from DTW by BMDA.

“I spend Taka 2,100 per acre of land for cultivation of Boro
rice while irrigation cost is much lower for cultivation of
potato, vegetables, maize, aus rice and other crops using
irrigation water of electricity-run DTW,” he said.

Executive Engineer of BMDA Reza Md Noor-e Alam said
farmers are getting irrigation facilities at Taka 100 for an
hour irrigation using subsidised prepaid card.

“We provide irrigation to 12,599 hectares of land for Boro
rice cultivation, 208 hectares for wheat, 3,633 hectares for
potato, 652 hectares for maize, 268 hectares for mustard,
19,062 hectares for aus and 1,606 hectares of land for
cultivating other crops,” he said.
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Farmer Mahbub Hossain of village Rajib under Kawnia
upazila said he cultivates Boro rice and other crops in his
one acre land as a member of local Farmers’ Group using
irrigation water from the rental DTW of BADC under a
scheme.

“Irrigation cost for cultivation of Boro rice stands around
Taka 2,000 to 2,200 per acre under the scheme where various
other crops are also being cultivated on a total of 120 acres
of land,” he said.

Assistant Engineer of BADC Shahe Alam said the
organisation provides irrigation facilities with their 230
DTWs, 22 STWs and six LLPs through the farmers’ groups
under different schemes on rental basis across the district.

Superintend Engineer of REB said farmers are getting
20 per cent government subsidy on bills for consumption
of electricity being provided by PBS to irrigation
pumps for enhancing food production at reduced costs.

Executive Engineer of the Northern Zone Power Distribution
Company Limited Golam Mortuza said the company

provides electricity to irrigation pumps at Taka 3.82 against
production cost of around Taka eight per unit.

Report : Mamun Islam
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Rural people can now happily rely on community clinics

Health camp makes coastal women more aware of safe delivery
Community clinics draw global accolade
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Rural people can now happily rely on
community clinics
Rural people especially the villagers of far-flung areas

can now happily rely on the community clinics for getting
healthcare services.

Thousands of community clinics have been set up so far in
the country to render healthcare services like reproductive
health, pre- and post-delivery healthcare, family planning,
immunisation, nutrition, health education and consultations.
Thirty categories of medicines are being given free of cost
at the clinics.

The Bhuktera Community Clinic authority, under Juri
upazila in Moulvibazar district, said that around 200 cases
of delivery were performed till now in the clinic.

“We are getting all types of treatment from the clinic... even
all types of medicine are available here for free of cost,”
Mina Rani, a patient of the clinic, said.
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Many people of her village now getting the health services

of the community clinic instead of other private hospitals,
she added.

The community clinics are also providing vaccines for
tuberculosis, diphtheria, whooping cough, polio, hepatitis-B
and pneumonia.

Children and juveniles are being advised on health issues
at the community clinic. People can also get treatment for
malaria, tuberculosis, fever, leprosy, diarrhoea and other
infectious diseases.

People, generally, get their primary treatment for fever, pain,
injuries, sting, asthma, skin diseases, worms, eye and teeth
problems. They also get different stuff for family planning.

Community Health Provider of Boraigram upazila Sadar
Community Clinic, Natore, Uzzal Kumar told BSS that the
poor of rural village are now getting their health services
through the community clinics. The number of patients has
also increased, he added.

Uzzal said, around 80 people are taking treatment from the
clinics every day.

Reviving of the community clinic services was made at the
behest of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, said Health and
Family Welfare Minister Mohammad Nasim. He said that
the then BNP-Jamaat government had closed the services
just for vengeance.

The present government reopened the community clinics
after assuming power, he said, adding the service is now a
role model for community health services before the world.

Nasim said Director General of World Health Organisation
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Margaret Chan advised the leaders across the world to follow
the community clinic model in their respective countries.

Around one crore people are getting treatment from the
community clinics across the country every month, the
minister said.

Former project director of the community clinic Dr Momtajul
Haque said the rural people are so much happy as they are
getting free treatment and free medicine at their doorsteps.

According to the office of the project, around 2.36 crore
people were given health services through the clinics in the
country in 2010 while it was 3.72 crore in 2011, 7.22 crore
in 2012, 9.85 crore in 2013, above 10 crore in 2014 and
around 12 crore in 2016.

A survey, conducted by National Institute of Population
Research and Training, showed about 80 per cent people
were happy with getting better treatment and free medicine
at the clinics.

In another survey, conducted by the National Institute of
Preventive and Social Medicine, showed that 98 per cent people
is happy as they are getting their health services from the clinics.

The Directorate of Heath Services said the Ministry of
Family Planning and Welfare is implementing the third
phase of the project for ensuring health service, nutrition
and increasing the quality of family planning services.

The fourth phase of the project will be implemented for
achieving the goals in health sector, set out in line with the
Vision 2021, the seventh five-year plan and the sustainable
development Goals (SDGs).

Report : Barun Kumar Das, Translation : Prodyut Sree Barua
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Health camp makes coastal women more aware
of safe delivery

Sultana Begum is now happy since she knows five risk
factors of pregnant women and how to ensure safe delivery.

Sultana had learnt all these from health workers of a camp
set up in Chanandi union of Hatia upazila under Noakhali
district. The camp has been set up to provide healthcare
services to the poor and vulnerable women living in the
natural calamities prone coastal belt.

The health camp set up with the financial support of “Palli
Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)” for the women aged
from 19 to 59 in different ‘char areas’ of Hatia upzaila
where people especially women were deprived of such
healthcare services for long.

Sultana is now pregnant and waiting for giving birth of her
third child. “Now I know how can I take care of myself and
my baby, she said, adding that the people in the coastal areas
did not know much about safe delivery.

The health workers of the camp are now providing necessary
suggestions about the health of pregnant women and
conducting regular health checkups.

Arjina Begum (40), a mother of five children, who came
to the camp to take medicare services, said she got married
when she was a child and as a result she had been suffering
from some gynecology related problems. She, however, is
now recovering as paramedic is treating her.

Another woman, Amiron Begum, said she came to the health
camp with her daughter-in-law, a pregnant teen whose age
is only 17. “I came to know about the five risk factors of
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pregnant women after coming to the camp. Now, I can
take care of my daughte- in-law and suggest her what to do
during pregnancy and after birth of a child,” she said.

She said the health workers of the camp visit houses in
village, providing healthcare services to the women, who
were long been deprived of such services.

Executive Director of “Dwip Unnayan Sangstha” Rafiqul
Amin said the health services are being provided through a
‘Samity’ of 30 members, including three paramedics. The
camp is used to set up in separate houses. Each member of
the ‘Samity’ are provided a health card in exchange of Taka
100 to get health services for the entire family round the
year.

Apart from three paramedics, each camp has 25 trained
midwives for providing an array of healthcare services
including gynecological examinations, contraceptive
counselling, prescriptions, and labour and delivery care.

Amin said the health camp has been playing a crucial role
in providing health services to the pregnant women in the
remote villages as the health complex is two-kilometers
away from the village.

He said if any emergency arises, the patients have to go to
Maizdi General Hospital under Noakhali district for better
treatment. The hospital is 40-kilometre away from the
village.

Health Worker Nazma Akhtar said the girls of this area
become mother at the age of 15 or 16 since they got married
during their childhood. Due to salinity, people especially
the women in this area suffer from various types of skin
diseases and malnutrition as well, she added.
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Smirity Kona Majumder, another health worker, said they
are providing at least 15 types of free medicine from the
health complex. Each member of the Samity can get
medicine valued up to tk 500.

Apart from these, they provide free iron and vitamin tablets
to the pregnant women on a regular basis. But they can’t
administer vaccine to the new born baby and the mother.
For vaccination they have to go to upazila health complex,
she added.

Union Parishad member Tahera Khanam said despite
government efforts, maternal mortality rate was high in the
area due to child marriage and lack of proper knowledge.

Deputy Managing Director of PKSF Dr. Md. Jasim Uddin
said that PKSF has already spent Taka 40 crore for water
management in coastal belt and Taka 50 crore in health
sector under its “Samridhi” programme. It (PKSF) also
spent another taka 30 crore in water management and health
sector from other projects, he added.

Chairman of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) and
renowned economist Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed said
the activities of “Samridhi” have been expanded to 150
unions from earlier 21 across the country. At least 111 non-
government organisations have are implementing the project
under the financial support of PKSF to provide necessary
healthcare services to the poor and vulnerable women.

He said the activities of ‘Samriddhi’ should be expanded
to other remote areas to provide healthcare services to the
women.

Report : Rabeya Baby, Translation : Aminul Islam Mirja

194

W»\»



e SN

w| BEY

Community clinics draw global accolade

“The community clinics, a flagship programme of the
present government, is like a mythological phoenix bird. As
many times the bird jumps into fire, it gets a new life to that
number. Like the phoenix bird, community clinics which
were constructed during the 1996-2001 tenure of the Awami
League government came back tremendously despite the
closure after 2001,” the World Health Organisation (WHO)
narrated in this way in a book titled Community Clinics-
Health Revolution in Bangladesh in 2014.

Former United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
and WHO Director General Margaret Chan described the
community clinic initiatives as a “revolution”. They advised
the people worldwide to follow Bangladesh for this health
sector success as a “role model”.

While commenting on the programme, WHO Representative
in Bangladesh Dr N. Paranitharan said: “Community clinics
are a new concept for the developing countries of the world,
and Bangladesh is the pioneer of the unique concept of
healthcare centre for every six thousand people.”

Under the overall reproductive healthcare, pre-and post-
delivery services including preventive injections and
services for newborn are being provided to the pregnant
women.

Preventive injections for tuberculosis, diphtheria, whooping
cough, polio, tetanus, measles, hepatitis-B, pneumonia,
malaria, leprosy, kalaazar, diarrhoea and other non-
communicable diseases are being given to the people from
the clinics. Treatment for fever, pain, injury, burn, asthma,
worm 1is also being provided alongside symptom-based
primary health services for eye, teeth and ear. Free medicines
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including contraceptives for temporary family planning are
also supplied from the clinics.

According to the latest information of the Directorate of
Health, 13,236 community clinics are now operational in
the country. In every month, one crore people take services
from the community clinics where 30 types of medicines are
given to patients for free of cost.

According to a survey conducted by National Institute of
Population Research and Training, 80 per cent people are
satisfied with the services of the community clinics.

The people receiving services from the community clinics
also acknowledged the survey result. Jaheda Begum
and Nazmin Aktar, residents of Ghungadia union under
Bianibazar upazila in Sylhet, and Salma Begum, an
inhabitant of Chandrapur union under Kaliganj upazila in
Lalmonirhat district, are not only pleased with the services
of the community clinics, they are also depended on the
clinics for receiving health services and advices.

Jaheda, a teacher of Ghungadia Academy and a mother of
two children, said as per the advice of the doctors, she took
pre and post-delivery services from the community clinic
during the birth of her two children.

Nazmin Akhtar, another resident of Ghungadia, goes to
community clinic for fever, diarrhoea or any other health services.
According to her, it is the nearest and dependable health facility.

Salma Begum of Lalmonirhat got married two years back.
When she became pregnant for the first time, she used to
maintain contact with nearby Uttar Balapara Community
Clinic. She used to go for regular medical checkup and take
advice from the clinic. Safe delivery of her baby also took
place at that clinic.
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Healthcare Provider of Ghungadia Community Clinic Runa
Begum said primary healthcare services for all general
patients including mother and children are provided from
the clinic. Besides, different pre-and post-delivery advices
are given to mothers.

Health Minister Mohammad Nasim said people are getting
primary healthcare services at their doorsteps through the
community clinics.

He said it is an innovation of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
The BNP-Jamaat Alliance Government had shut down the
clinic project out of political vengeance. But after coming
to power again in 2009, the Awami League government
revitalised the project. And the project has now become a
“role model” of healthcare services in the world.

The health minister also said in future, the community
clinics would have the database of healthcare services of
the country.

Former Project Director of Community Clinic Project and
Additional Secretary Dr. Makhduma Nargis said healthcare
services for the poor people were ensured through
establishing community clinics.

She said community clinic such an innovation which takes
healthcare services to the people’s doorsteps. “It’s a huge
achievement and it made us proud,” she said.

Report: Sebika Debnath, Translation: A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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Community clinics earn confidence of
poor mothers in Rangpur

The community clinics have earned confidence of poor
rural mothers in Rangpur district by providing them with
safe delivery facilities and maternal and neonatal healthcare
services.

The Community Skilled Birth Attendants (CSBAs) have
been conducting regular checkups of pregnant women,
providing them with medicines, nutritional education and
micro-nutrient supplements free of costs to ensure their
safe deliveries. According to the Civil Surgeon Office, safe
deliveries are currently being conducted at 43 out of 309
community clinics in all eight upazilas of the districts.

The CSBAs conducted safe delivery of 234 rural mothers
last year and 35 more deliveries till date this year at 43
community clinics.

Besides, 19,374 women received maternal healthcare
services during pregnancy and neonatal healthcare services
after delivery in 2016 while 6,555 women received the same
services in all 309 community clinics so far this year.

“The community clinics have become trusted places for
safe delivery and some other urgent healthcare services for
women,” said Civil Surgeon Dr. Abu Md Zakirul Islam.

Community Healthcare Provider (CHCP) Nazma Khatun
at Gokulpur Community Clinic under Haridebpur union of
Sadar upazila narrated as how the maternal and neonatal
healthcare services are being provided to rural pregnant
women. “We review previous health conditions of a pregnant
woman to give her the right services,” Nazma said.

Each of the pregnant women gets 30 iron tablets, 30 vitamin
B-complex tablets and 30 pieces of calcium lactate tablets for
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one month from community clinic soon after confirmation
of her pregnancy.

“A pregnant woman comes at least four times to the
community clinic for regular checkups, or even more times
if needed, during her 40-week pregnancy period,” she said.

“If any complicacy is noticed during checkups, the CHCPs
refer those women to Upazila Health Complex or nearby
government hospitals,” Nazma added.

Talking to BSS at Gokulpur Community Clinic, Alima
Begum, 20, wife of day labourer Shahin Mian of village
Chawrapara, said she safely gave birth to a daughter.

“I was scared after becoming pregnant due to financial
hardship of my poor family. I, however, became happy
after getting excellent services, medicines and counsel from
CHCP when I first came to the community clinic,” she said.

Like many others, Zannati, 21, wife of a farm labourer
Jahangir of the same village, also received maternal health
care services during her pregnancy and neonatal healthcare
services after delivery.

Kashmira, 19, wife of a marginal farmer Mahidul Islam of
village Maddhyapara, said she safely gave birth to her first
child at Gutirdanga Community Clinic under Kalurpara
union in Badarganj upazila.

“My husband took me to the clinic where the CHCP gave
me necessary healthcare services till safe delivery of my
baby,” she said.

Similarly, Julekha, 20, wife of a day-labourer Akhterul of
village Gutirdanga and Ruzina, 19, wife of poor Milan of
village Kalurpara Amlidanga, safely gave birth to a son and
daughter respectively there.
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Ziasmin, 20, wife of a cart puller Al-Amin of village
Chankuthi said she gave birth to a son at Uttar Mominpur
Community Clinic in Mominpur union under Sadar upazila.

\

Similarly, Rabeya, 20, wife of a marginal farmer Monir
of village Dangapara and Swapna Rani, 20, wife of a day-
labourer Bimal Chandra of village Baniyapara expressed
satisfaction after giving birth to their sons there.

Like other CHCPs, Nazma said that ‘brokers’ of some
‘business-oriented’ private clinics are inspiring many rural
poor women with no complexities to undergo costly cesarean
operations for so called ‘safe delivery’.

Former Divisional Director (Health) Dr Shahadat Hossain
stressed on enhancing monitoring activities so that none could
misguide rural women to go for costly cesarean operation at
private clinics instead of coming to the community clinics
for safe delivery.

Report : Mamun Islam
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10 lakh people in Khulna get better
health services

With expansion of community clinics, around 10 lakh
people are now getting better healthcare services from 198
community clinics in Khulna district, according to official
sources.

“People are getting health education, referral advice,
pregnancy checkup and de-worming and vaccination at the
clinics that brought healthcare services to their doorsteps,”
said Khulna Civil Surgeon Dr. S M Abdur Razzak.

“There were no affordable health services available
around for the low-income people before launching of
the community clinics,” said Govinda Mandal, 87, of
Chaygharia village under Chakrakhali Union of Batiaghata
upazila in the district.

He said many of his area are now getting physicians advice,
health services and necessary medicines from the clinics
without hassle and paying higher prices.

Aruna Mandol, 30, wife of Shibdas Mandol, a rickshaw-van
puller, expressed her satisfaction over the care she got at the
clinic while giving birth to her two children.

Monalisa Roy, 27, a community health service provider of
Chaygharia community clinic, said on an average 30 people,
especially women and children, come to the clinic every day
to get necessary health services.

She, however, said that the community clinic needs separate
labour room for safe delivery.

Md. Mostofa Akunji, health inspector of the clinic, said
people, mostly women and children, are getting basic
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treatment and prenatal and neonatal and child healthcare
services. A total of six employees, including community
health care provider, health assistant and family planning
worker are working at the clinic, he said, adding that the
government are giving patients 30 different medicines at
free of cost.

While visiting the Tildanga Kacharibari Community Clinic
at Tildanga Union under Dakop upazila in Khulna, this
correspondent found that some patients were taking health
services from community healthcare provider (CHCP).

CHCP Anup Kumar Golder said every day we give health
services to around 34 patients, including pregnant women
and children.

“We mainly provide five health services to people. These
are: family planning, EPI, nutrition, primary healthcare
and health education,” he said. Goldar urged the authorities
concerned to provide more medicine at free of cost as most
of the low-income people cannot afford medicine.

Sheikh Ashrafuzzaman, President of Greater Khulna
Development Action Coordination Committee, also sought
more fund and medicine for the community clinics those
are providing basic, but important heath services to the rural
people who were earlier out of the support of institutional
health services.

Report: S M Zahid Hossain
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Ethnic minority people get a new lifeline

Rita Mali (35) is no more a poor woman. She is now
economically self-reliant as her socio-economic condition
improved to a great extent.

The credit goes to the Social Safety Net Programme,
launched by the government to support ultra-poor and cut
poverty to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Rita, a landless ethnic woman of Chhatinali village under
Panchbibi upazila of Joypurhat district, was unable to
manage three meals a day for herself, four daughters and
her ailing husband only a few years ago.

Now, she sends her children to school and helps her husband
to run his small business besides earning the cost of foods
and treatment for her family.

Her life has changed a lot. Now, she is dreaming of her
children’s higher education, buying land and starting a
business in her locality to improve her economic conditions
further.

“My family did not have any other property than a little
house on a small piece of land. [ used to work as a housemaid
which was not enough to feed my six members family,” said
Rita while talking to BSS at her village home.

She said her husband Nikhil Mali (45) used to work in a
tailoring shop on daily wage. He, however, could not
continue the job due to illness.

Against this backdrop, Rita was desperate to get a better
means of earning to support her family. One day she came
to know from a worker of a non-government organisation
about the Social Safety Net Programme of the government.
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Eventually, she went to Awlai Union Parishad office and
started working in the government’s 40 days programme.

Since then, Rita has been earning Taka 7,000 a month by
working under the programme. The value of this amount
is immense for her family. Her elder daughter, who was
studying in a BRAC school, received Taka 15,000 as
education stipend.

Together with her savings and her daughter’s scholarship,
she bought a cow, which gave birth to a calf.

“My poverty has gone, I am now self sufficient. I earn Taka
70 to 80 per day by selling cow milk. The cow and the calf
can also be sold for Taka 40,000 to 50,000, said a happy
Rita.

Like Rita, Bithi Mali, another ethnic co-villager, used to
work in government’s 40-day Social Safety Net Programme.

A day labourer’s wife Bithi could not manage daily meal
for her family. Now, the landless lady has a saving from her
earnings to set up a small poultry farm. She hoped that her
dream would come true should the safety-net programme
continues in her area.

The government has undertaken a massive Social Safety
Net Programme across the country especially for the ethnic
people in the plain land aimed at scaling down the number
of ultra-poor people. This programme has already started
improving the living standard of the ethnic people.

When this correspondent visited different villages, including
Chhatinali, Luxmipur and Kadmia under Awlai union of
Panchbibi upazila in Joypurhat district, he found that ethnic
people’s participation in the government’s Social Safety Net
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Programme has increased significantly in the recent years.

Over 2,000 ethic people live in Awlai union. They do not
have any land property. Most of them have no access to
modern day’s facilities like electricity and paved roads.

These problems, however, were not obstacles to bring
Anna Kujo (27) under the Social Safety Net Programme
in providing her with a VGF (Vulnerable Group Feeding)
card. “We did not get any support from the government in
the past...Even we did not know what VGF card was,” said
Anna.

“I have gotten my VGF card through Union Parishad, which
brought an end to my long struggle for food,” she said,
expressing her gratitude to the government.

Devid Kujo (80), a beneficiary of elderly allowance initiated
by the government, also shared the same feeling.

Awlai Union Parishad Chairman Abdul Razzak Mandal
said nearly 3,000 poor people in his union are now under
different Social Safety Net Programmes.

Among those, 300 people belong to ethnic group while 30.0
per cent of the total allocation of the safety net programme
has been kept for the ethnic minority, he said.

Project Director of Establishing Vulnerable Peoples Rights
and Access (EVPRA) to social safety net programmes of
World Vision Shantanu Kumar Saha said, a total of 5,500
ultra poor ethnic people in five upazilas under Joypurhat
district have been included in the programmes due to their
advocacy programme.

He suggested increasing allocation to the project since the
present allocation is not enough against the demand.
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Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal told BSS that
allocation and number of beneficiaries of the Social Safety
Net Programme would increase in the next financial year.

He said that Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
cannot be achieved by keeping the eligible people out of the
programme.

The minister added that all ethnic groups, both in the hill
tracts and plain land, would be brought under the mainstream
of national development initiatives to achieve the SDGs.

Report : Anwar Rosen, Translation : Aminul Islam Mirja
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Govt. increases funding for terminally ill patients

The government has increased the fiscal allocation for
ensuring better treatment of the terminally ill patients who
are unable to arrange their own treatment cost.

Finance Minister AMA Muhith in his budget for the 2017-18
fiscal year (FY 18) proposed an allocation of Taka 50 crore for
supporting the patients suffering from five deadly diseases.
The allocation is significantly higher than the Taka 20 crore
allocation for the 2016-17 financial year (FY17).

The patients who are suffering from five life threatening
diseases, including cancer, kidney ailment, liver cirrhosis,
stroke related paralysis and congenital heart ailment will
get support from the Taka 50-crore fund, which would be
disbursed under social safety-net programme.

Lauding the government’s initiative to increase the allocation,
Bangladesh Cancer Society President Professor Dr Molla
Obaedullah Baki said this would help provide more support to
the patients who are suffering from different deadly diseases.

He said the number of cancer patients in the country is
increasing at an alarming rate due to various causes.

“There are nearly three lakh people are affected by cancer every
year in the country, of them around two lakh die,” he said.

Giving reference to the World Health Organisation (WHO),
Dr Baki said the WHO recommended establishing at least
160 cancer centres in the country to treat cancer patients
properly. The country, however, now have only 22 centres.

Besides, he said the centres need more and proper equipment
to deal with the patients suffering from the deadly diseases.

Urging the government for allocating more funds for kidney
patients, Director of National Institute of Kidney Diseases
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and Urology (NIKDU) Professor Dr Nurul Huda said the
increased allocation in proposed budget is very low as the
kidney patients rising rapidly in the country.

“With the modernisation of the country, we also loosing
adequate place for physical activities which cause diabetes
and high blood pressure and in the long run these too diseases
cause kidney ailment”, he said.

According to the World Kidney Day organising committee
and the Kidney Awareness Monitoring and Prevention
Society (KAMPS), around two crore people in the country
are now affected by kidney ailment. Among them, only 10.0
per cent can afford treatment due to its higher expenditure.

Founder Secretary General of National Liver Foundation
of Bangladesh and liver transplant surgeon Professor Dr
Mohammad Ali thanked the government for the increased
allocation, but he said the government should monitor
utilisation of the fund.

He also suggested that the government should introduce a
strategy on Hepatitis with the increased allocation, which
would help enhance awareness to prevent the disease.

The expert said these all are long term disease and treatments
are costly, too. Moreover all the diseases are increasing day
by day at alarming rates.

About 1.5 crore people suffer from chronic liver disease
hepatitis-B virus, 8 lakh from hepatitis-C virus and nearly
2 crore from other liver-related diseases like liver cirrhosis,
cancer and fatty liver disease, according to Bangladesh
Hepatology Society.

Report : Dilara Hossain
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Hundreds hearing impaired poor get normal life

A life-changing initiative of the government has become a
blessing for many hearing impaired poor, with giving them
the ability of listening to others and doing all activities like
normal ones.

Under the initiative, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU) alone successfully treated 293
people, mostly the children who had been suffering from
profound hearing loss. After getting the treatment, many of
the children heard their parents for the first time.

According to Beltone, a US-based global leader in hearing
health care, nearly 70.0 percent of hearing aid wearers have
hearing loss in the “mild-to moderate” range. Many of the
remaining 30.0 per cent have hearing loss that falls into the
“severe-to-profound” category.

The people who have difficulty in hearing soft speech in
noisy situations fall in mild category and the moderate
category people cannot hear moderate speech when
background noise is present.

The people with sever to profound hearing loss have difficulty
in hearing and understanding even with amplification.

“We are treating poor people, especially the children who
have profound hearing loss to give them the ability of
leading a normal life,” vice-chancellor of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) Prof Dr
Kamrul Hasan Khan told BSS.

He said the free treatment is given under a project as per the
direction of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and with funding
from the social welfare ministry.
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Since 2010, BSMMU had treated 141 poor people, mostly
children, with Cochlear Implant (CI) when 152 people went
under surgery for getting hearing ability, Prof Khan said.

He said that the cost of a CI ranges Taka 10 to 20 lakh, but
poor children are getting those free at BSMMU.

ClI, also known as bionic ear, is an artificial electronic hearing
device designed to produce useful hearing sensations by
stimulating cochlear nerve inside the inner ear. It transforms
the mechanical energy of sound into electrical energy which
directly excites the remaining auditory fibre.

Besides the BSMMU, CI surgery is now going on in Dhaka
Medical College, ENT Hospital and Society for Assistance
to Hearing Impaired Children in the capital city.

Experts identified genetic factor, transmitted mainly through
marriage between consanguineous relatives; and measles,
mumps, rubella virus attack during pregnancy and taking
some drugs are the major causes that damage the sound
sensitive cochlea of a baby.

The CI could make a big difference to the life of the deaf
people, especially the children in the country, the experts
said, adding that children aged 2 to 5 years are the most
suitable for the treatment.

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), about 16
lakh people in Bangladesh are suffering from acute deafness
while 2600 children are born every year with deafness.

Report: Dilara Hossain
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Disabled people getting scope to survive

Belal Hawlader, a resident of Gorsthan (graveyard) Road of
Patuakhali Pourasabha, is a day-lobourer by profession. The
father of seven children, Belal Hawlader was struggling to
run his family due to financial insolvency. He was passing
his days somehow by accepting sorrow, pain and hardship.
But his sufferings increased further when two of his children
-- Rakib and Shakib -- were detected as mentally-challenged
by born.

Belal Hawlader and his wife Runu Begum could not
understand the problem immediately after the birth of their
two children. They noticed their abnormality from their
behaviour gradually. They were confirmed of their mental
sickness when they visited doctors later. At that time many
neighbours and relatives started talking that Rakib and
Shakib are the result of the sin of Belal Hawlader and his
wife. The couple got frustrated for such comments of the
people. They were broken down mentally due to sickness of
the two children in one hand and the financial insolvency in
the other hand.

Considering the situation of Belal Hawlader, the upazila
chairman with the assistance of local Social Service Office
has arranged disabled allowance for his two children. They
are now receiving the government allowance of Taka 3600
after three months as Tk 600 per person in every month.
With this money, they are not only buying medicines for the
physically-challenged children, they are also meeting their
daily needs.

Monwara Khatun Kamola, a 37-year-old physically-
challenged woman, is another such person. The physical
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condition of Kamola, who was born in a house of poor farmer
Ismail at Banagram village under Khoksha upazila in Kushtia
in 1980, was very weak. Her height was only two and a half
feet when she became an adult. Her parent needed five years
to know that their only child Kamola is physically incapable.
At that time they were so much worried about Kamola. But
now they are not concerned about her.

Amid physical and social challanges, Kamola passed degree
examination with good results. From the childhood, she had
a dream of doing something for the neglected and insolvent
disabled people.
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From the student life, she used to do various types of
development work. Along with Aslam, another disabled,
Kamola established Khoksha Upazila Protibandhi Kalyan
Sangstha for creating employment and realising the rights
of insolvent, poor and disadvantageous disabled people.
This organisation is now running a cottage industry for
materialising dreams of many disable like Kamola and
Aslam. Currently, 395 persons with disabilities are working
together in the cottage industry of the organisation. Most
of the disabled including Kamola have been brought under
the allowance for the poor and insolvent disabled. Besides,
Kamola is getting Tk 10,000 every year from the Directorate
of Social Welfare to run the organisation.

The government has not only ensured the future of Rakib,
Shakib or Kamala, many like Rakib, Shakib and Kamola are
now self-dependent and well-established in the society due to
effective support from the government.

Deputy Director of the Department of Social Service Farid
Ahmed said the government introduced the allowance for the
persons with disablities for improving the living standard of
the poor and insolvent disabled people.

Initally a Tk-200 monthly allowance was provided to
1,04,166 disabled people. But the number of beneficiaries
and the amount of money were increased later. Currently, Tk
540 crore are being given to 7.50 lakh physically challenged
people at a monthly rate of Tk 600. Besides, stipend for the
students with disabilities has been declared from the primary
level to higher level. Interest-free loan from Tk 5000 to
Tk 30,000 are being provided for self-employment of the
physically-challenged. One time grants are also being given
to them for vocational training and making them self-reliant .
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The other steps that have been taken for the welbeing of the
people with disabilities included arrangement for special
books named “brail” for the visually-impaired students,
allocation of 30 minutes additional time in the public
examinations for the disabled students, preservation of 10 per
cent quota in class three and four jobs and one per cent quota
in class one and two jobs and arrangement of specialised
healthcare services for the disabled in every upazila.

A number of organisations are working at government
and private levels for supporting mental growth of the
physically-challenged children. A school named “Proyash”
has been launched at Dhaka Cantonment for the students
with disabilities. Work is underway to establish its
branch in Comilla and Chittagong, while directives have
been given to launch such schools at all cantonments.
Farid Ahmed said types and level of disability and financial
condition of the challenged people are given priority in
providing allowance. In this case, preference is given to those
who are insolvent and fully incapable of doing work.

He said the government initiatives and measures are playing
a massive role in integrating physically-challenged children
in the mainstream of the society.

“This allowance has improved the living standard of the poor
and insolvent disabled,” Farid Ahmed said, urging the well-
off people to come forward to make the government initiative
a success.

Report: Tahamina Islam, Translation: A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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Widow allowance changes lives
of destitute women

The ordeal of Baby Begum, Rina Begum and Maksuda
Begum, the three widows of Jinjira union in Keraniganj
upazila of Dhaka district, has come to an end, thanks to the
allowances provided by the government to the widows.

The dreams of the three ultra-poor women shattered
following the death of their husbands in several years back,
but things started changing with receiving the allowances.

They are now dreaming of rebuilding live, keeping behind
their horrific past.

“I have started dreaming of a good living since the daughter
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib and current Prime Minister,
Sheikh Hasina, gave us (widow) allowance. Now I can buy
food for my grandchildren,” a sexagenarian widow from
Kashaivita village, Baby Begum, said in her local accent.

The widow allowance is the only source of Baby Begum’s
survival as it helps meeting her treatment cost and paying
for food for her grandchildren.

The ordeal of Baby Begum begun following death of her
husband Shoeb Ali after she gave birth of her only son, who
is now working at a motor garage.

She used to beg for her survival besides occasionally working
as housemaid in the village. Her economic condition forced
her to keep her only son away from school.

The 67-year old Baby Begum has been suffering from many
health-related complications since her husband’s death,
which forced her to begging door to door.
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Seeing Baby Bagum’s condition, the local government
authority gave her a Widow Allowance Card that immensely
changes her life. Like Baby Begum, Rina Begum and
Maksuda Begum of the same village had to struggle for
living before getting widow allowances.

Now, the allowances have brought tremendous changes to the
lives of these poor and distressed old women. The struggle
of Rina Begum (54) begun after death of her husband a few
years back when her only daughter was 10 years old.

She took shelter at her rickshaw-puller brother’s house along
with her daughter when she worked as a maid in different
households in the locality for living.

Meantime, she arranged marriage of her daughter. But, bad
fortune always haunted her as suddenly the left side of her
body paralysed following a severe stroke which forced her
begging to bear the treatment cost and other expenses.

The ordeal of her life came to an end when Alo Begum,
a local female union parishad member, arranged a widow
allowance card for her.

“Initially, I got Taka 300 as widow allowances per month,
now the amount has been raised at Taka 500,” said the
apparently happy Rina Begum while talking to this reporter
at her house.

Now, I can bear my medical expenses and also buy foods
with the money which I withdraws after every three months,
she said adding that these allowances had immensely helped
her to live with honour in her family.

Expressing her gratitude to the present government for
introducing the programme for the distressed humanity in

232



e SN

w| Y

society, she requested the government to raise the amount
at Taka 1000 from the existing Taka 500 considering the
present market value of essentials.

Almost same things happened to Maksuda Begum (72), who
lost her husband Shamsuddin Miah 30 years back. Maksuda,
an asthma patient, had to lead her life by begging following
her husband’s death.

Now, a widow allowance card brought changes to her life.
“I got a widow allowance card by the government...Now I
can buy medicine and food from the money that I withdraw
after every three months,” said Maksuda. She requested the
government to facilitate the process for monthly withdrawal
of the money.

Deputy Director of the Department of Social Service Farid
Ahmed Molla said the previous Awami League government
had introduced the programme in 1998-1999 fiscal year
aimed at ensuring socio-economic development of the poor
widows and their social security so that they can live in the
society with honour and dignity. Initially, more than Taka
4,03,11,000 crore was provided to 2,01,555 lakh widows
when each woman got Taka 100. Now, the amount and the
number of beneficiaries have been increasing gradually.

At present Taka 690 crore has been providing to the
beneficiaries while each beneficiary is getting Taka 500
monthly.

He said widows, who are physically challenged, landless,
have no child and are considered as distressed women, are
nominated for the widow allowances.

The list of the beneficiaries has to be made following
recommendation of upazila chairman. After getting
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nomination, the beneficiary has to open a bank account by
depositing only Taka 10 for withdrawing of the allowance,
Molla said.

Describing the widow allowance as an epoch-making
programme of the government, Jinjira Union Parishad
member Asia Khatun said it has brought tremendous changes
to the livelihood of the distressed and widows across the
country.

She called upon the affluent persons of the society to help
making the programme a great success for the welfare of
the nation.

Report : Tahamina Islam, Translation : Aminul Islam Mirja
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10 more EZs to be ready for investment
by December: BEZA

Development of at least 10 more economic zones (EZs)
would be completed by December 2017, increasing the
number of the completed EZs to 15.

“Development of 23 EZs out of the planned 100 ones is
progressing fast, with acquiring land, appointing developers
and developing basic infrastructure”, Bangladesh Economic
Zones Authority (BEZA) Executive Chairman Paban
Chowdhury said.

He said among the 23 EZs, 10 would be completed by the end
of this year. These are: Meghna Industrial Economic Zone,
Mirsarai Economic Zone, Naf Tourism Special Economic
Zone, Sabrang Economic Zone, Moulvibazar Economic
Zone, Jamalpur Economic Zone, Sirajganj Economic Zone,
Sonargaon Economic Zone, East-West Special Economic
Zone and Akij Economic Zone.

BEZA chief said they had already developed five EZs in
different areas of the country where some investors already
made investment commitment. The completed EZs included
Mongla Economic Zone, Abdul Monem Economic Zone,
Bay Economic Zone, Aman Economic Zone and Meghna
Economic Zone.

“Many investors, both local and foreign, including those
from Japan and China, are showing keen interest in investing
in the completed EZs”, Chowdhury said.

He said the government has already formulated necessary
laws and regulations and provided necessary policy, financial
and utility supports, including ensuring supply of gas, water
and electricity under one stop service to offer entrepreneurs
a hassle-free environment for investment.
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For attracting investments in EZs, Chowdhury said, the
government also declared multiple incentives and benefits,
including exemption of income tax, customs duty, stamp duty
and dividend tax and VAT on electricity and local purchase.

“All the developers of the EZs as well as the investors will
get the incentives,” he said.

Describing the activities of BEZA, he said, BEZA wants to
establish 100 economic zones on 30000 hectares of land in
the next 15 years, which will also create new jobs for around
1 crore people.

Through the Bangladesh Economic Zones Act 2010, BEZA
was established under the Prime Minister’s Office in
November 2010 to establish economic zones in potential
areas of the country for expediting inclusive growth.

The BEZA executive chairman said the government has
chosen the location of economic zones based on regional
connectivity, access to ports, and availability of enough
workers and backward linkages.

BEZA is playing regulatory role to establish the EZs, he said,
adding that the authority is appointing developers under
the Public Private Partnership (PPP) modality to develop
the EZs. Private sector is also establishing EZs by taking
licence from the government.

Referring to the government’s vision for 2021 and 2041 as
well as achieving the targets of Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by 2030, the BEZA chief said the economic
zones would contribute to the national economy in terms
of increasing investment, production, export and creating
new jobs.

Report: A K M Kamaluddin Chowdhury
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One-stop service centre to drive FDI inflow

Bangladesh is expecting higher inflow of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) after launching a virtual one-stop service
centre that will help foreign companies to get all legal
permissions as well as connections of utilities in fastest
possible time from a single window.

“We are expecting high inflow of the FDI after launching
the one-stop centre as under the new web-based system, a
medium sized industry or company can start its operation
in Bangladesh in six to nine months from its application,”
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA)
Executive Chairman Kazi M Aminul Islam told BSS.

The BIDA chief said they have already started the one-stop-
service as test basis. Now an investor whether local or foreign
needs to fill up only one application to get permission to do
business here as well as to get all kind of utility connections.

“Currently, a company is getting power connection in 28
days and the construction permit by 60 days under the one-
stop-service, which was previously took 400 days and 269
days respectively,” he said.

Aminul said there are such instances that some companies
had to wait for more than two years to get electricity
connection and wait for four to five years for starting their
operation in Bangladesh after submitting application.

“Our total business climate would be improved a lot as we
are set to offer potential investors all services from a single
point at a faster pace,” he said.

Noting that the one-stop service will be a web-based and
virtual one, BIDA chairman said previously investors had to
apply physically and go door to door of all service providers
to get permissions and utility connections. Now they can
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apply online through a single web-based application. They
can also track progress of their application online.

The One-Stop Service Centre is setting up at the new BIDA
office at Agargon in the capital city with the financial
support from the World Bank and the International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

“The centre will be set up within next six months,” he said.
Aminul said a new law named ‘One-Stop Service Act’ has
been drafted to set up the single point service.

“The draft law has already got node from the cabinet
division and now waiting for passing by the parliament.
We are hoping that the new law will be passed during the
ongoing budget session of the parliament,” he said.

The draft law secures a time-frame to the offices concerned
to give their clearance to the investors.

“All the modalities of the law have been framed with
consultation of the Prime Minister. We will be able to operate
the one-stop-service centre immediately after passing the
law by the parliament”, he said.

Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority (BEZA) at a board
meeting on February 28, 2015 initiated the process of enacting
a law to attract foreign investments. On July 27, 2016,
the fourth BEZA board meeting decided to enact the law.
BIDA was formed in September 2016 through the merger
of the Privatisation Commission and Board of Investment
(Bol).

Report: Tanjim Anwar
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Uttara EPZ starts improving rural economy

Theincreasinginvestments by local and foreign entrepreneurs
at Uttara Export Processing Zone (EPZ) have created good
employment opportunity, which will help improve rural
economy and life standard of people in Rangpur district.

Inaugurated in July 2001 by the then Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on 212 acres of land at Songolshi union under Sadar
upazila of Nilphamari, the Uttara EPZ also helped ultra-
poor people to come out of poverty.

“Fourteen companies have so far set up factories on 140
plots, creating employments for 24 thousand people, 65
per cent of them are rural women,” said Deputy Manager
(Commercial Operation) of Uttara EPZ Khaled Mahmud.

The 14 companies, including five from Hong Kong, one
from the United Kingdom and eight locals, have invested
135.63 million US dollars at the EPZ.

The foreign companies are producing wig, coffin, spectacle,
leather bag, belts, wallet, sweater and other products for
global market while local ones are producing readymade
garments, various goods and accessories for foreign
companies.

“The number of employed people would become 50
thousand, including 500 foreigners, after setting up factories
on 47 more plots now ready for allocation,” Mahmud added.

According to former president of Nilphamari Chamber SM
Shafikul Alam, thousands of people used to struggle for
earning living due to lack of job during the lean ‘monga’
period of ‘Aswin and Kartik’ months in agri-economy based
Nilphamari district.
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“The Uttara EPZ, however, has now changed their life by
creating jobs and other opportunities of income generation,”
Shafikul added.

Like many other workers, Pervin Akhter, 22, and her husband
Anwarul Islam, 26, of Bangmari village under Nilphamari
Sadar upazila said they led miserable life before getting jobs
at the wig-producing ‘Evergreen’ factory at Uttara EPZ.

s Y S UTTARA i R

“Currently, we together earn over Taka 18 thousand per
month,” said Pervin adding that they have already built
a house and purchase a motorcycle for easy movement.
Narrating their sufferings due to abject poverty before
getting job at Uttara EPZ, Laksmi Rani Roy, 22, and her
sister Saraswati Rani Roy, 20, of Hariballov village, said
they could not complete even high school education as their
family was in hardship.
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Both of them are daughters of a poor day-labourer Babul
Chandra Roy, who could not properly provide his five
family members with adequate foods as his income was low.

Few years back, Laxmi got a job at ‘Evergreen’ company while
Saraswati got another job at ‘Majen BD Limited’ at Uttara
EPZ. They are now earning over Taka 20 thousand together a
month. “We are leading decent life now after purchasing land,
building a house and buying furniture,” said Laxmi.

Noting the brighter prospect of Uttara EPZ, its General
Manager Abdus Sobhan said the companies have so far
earned 540.75 million US dollars through exporting products
since 2006 to April this year.

“The high standard products of Uttara EPZ are being
exported to the USA, European Union countries, Canada,
Australia, South Africa, Brazil, Columbia and many other
countries,” he said.

President of Rangpur Chamber Abul Kashem said local
and foreign investments at Uttara EPZ would continue
to increase following investment-friendly environment,
availability of cheap labourers and peaceful law and order
situation in the area.

“The investments would rise further if the Saidpur Airport,
16-kilometre off from Uttara EPZ, is upgraded to international
one,” he said. Kashem also suggested ensuring uninterrupted
power supply at subsidised rates to Uttara EPZ to assist
entrepreneurs in manufacturing products at competitive rates
like those in other regions having natural gas supply.

Report: Mamun Islam
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Easy loans help rapid rise of women
entrepreneurs

Anjum Ara Merin was struggling to survive when she started
her small and home-based doll making venture in 1995 with
a tiny working capital of Taka 3000. She was unable to
increase her capital as banks and other financial institutions
were reluctant in lending to women entrepreneurs at that
time.

The housewife, however, triumphed over the unfavourable
situation with her strong determination that eventually
was supported by the government breakthrough decision
on promoting women entrepreneurships through financial
inclusion.

With a regular monthly income of nearly Taka 15,000,
Anjum is now a successful entrepreneur and an idol to many
women in her area in Brahmanbaria district where she also
grew up.

She got married to a man while studying at school, but
unfortunately became a widow with a daughter only after few
years of conjugal life. So, her journey toward a successful
women entrepreneur was harder than many others.

Arifa Sultana is another woman who became a winning
entrepreneur through hard work, willpower and obtaining
loan from bank and ensuring the best use of the institutional
financial support.

She also came out of the usual comfortable zones for doing
business by women, with taking responsibility of a motor
workshop, which her husband was running before going
overseas for job.
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“A woman can become a successful entrepreneur even in an
area out of her comfort zone if she keeps her willpower up
and utilise the assistance efficiently she gets from different
sources”, said Arifa.

Like Anjum and Arifa, thousands of women in many villages,
towns and cities across the country have turned themselves
triumphant entrepreneurs in the past few years, thanks to the
government’s policy of financial inclusion.

Under the policy, Bangladesh Bank (BB) declared a
number of supportive measures so that women can easily
avail financial assistance from banks and other financial
institutions at a lower cost. The measures effectively helped
women to be involved in financial activities.

According to a survey conducted by the central bank in
2014 on women entrepreneurship, the number of female
entrepreneurs started surging from 2010 when the scheduled
banks took specific policy to support women entrepreneurs
with adequate financing.

The survey shows that the female entrepreneurs surged
by 182.43 per cent in three years to reach 37,502 in 2013
from 13,278 in 2010. During the period, loan disbursement
increased by 83.49 per cent and stood at Taka 3215.60 crore
in 2013, which was Taka 1,752.46 crore in 2010.

There is no updated data about the total number of women
entrepreneurs readily available from the central bank. A BB
report, however, noted that last year alone scheduled banks
and financial institutions disbursed Taka 2 thousand 981
crore to 1 lakh 46 thousand new women entrepreneurs.

“Bangladesh Bank’s policies, as well as initiatives by the
scheduled banks, jointly contributed to a substantial growth
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in the number of women entrepreneurs for taking loans from
the banking system,” the BB survey said.

The BB in the survey also noted that 54.1 per cent of women
started their business by self motivation as they wanted to
become economically independent. Most of the women
received loan for micro industries followed by the cottages
and small industries. The other major areas of women’s
business operations include agriculture, boutique, garments,
handicrafts, paper and fabric bag production and furniture
production.
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“Most of the women are involved in small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) because they are getting low-cost and
easy loans from banks and financial institutions under the
BB’s revolving finance scheme,” said Sawpan Kumar Roy,
the general manager of the central bank’s SME and Special
Programmes Department.

He said the central bank is monitoring closely the lending
programme so no woman entrepreneur face any problem in
getting loans from banks and financial institutions.

Bangladesh Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BWCCI) President Selima Ahmed said due to effective
policy and better environment, many women came out
of their usual domestic duties and took successfully the
challenges of becoming an entrepreneur.

She suggested taking more and targeted initiatives so more
women, especially from rural areas could be involved in
financial activities.

“Without empowering women, Bangladesh cannot achieve
higher economic growth”, Selima, also the vice-chairperson
of the Nitol-Niloy Group, said.

According to World Bank, currently 34.0 per cent women
labour force is contributing to the country’s growth. If the
participation of women in labour force can increase by 10.0
per cent in the next five years, it would drive the country’s
GDP growth by 1.0 per cent.

Report: Moriom Sejuti, Translation: A Z M Sajjad Hossain Sabuj
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BTB exploring social media for
promoting tourism

Taking the advantage of digitisation process, Bangladesh
Tourism Board (BTB) is now using different platforms of
social media to attract more domestic and international
tourists especially the youths.

BTB, the national tourism organisation (NTO) of Bangladesh,
1s now operating its own pages on different social networking
sites including facebook, twitter and wechat.

“We are getting good response from the travellers as
presently about 50,000 people follow us through facebook,”
said BTB IT in-charge Shahjahan Kabir.

“In our facebook page we are getting various queries
daily from both domestic and international tourists about
different tourist attractions. We do provide all tourism-
related information to intending tourists through facebook
and other social media sites,” he said.

The BTB official said currently social media has become a
strong tool of marketing for any product. “Keeping this in
mind, we are trying to promote our major tourist attractions
through social media,” Kabir said.

He said the BTB has also a plan to go for uploading
advertisement of Bangladesh tourism in facebook and other
social media commercially. The tourism board has already
sought additional budgetary allocation for the next financial
year for digital marketing through facebook, twitter and
youtube.

BTB has also created its own youtube channel where anyone
can enjoy visual footages featuring different exciting tourist
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spots of Bangladesh. “Youtube channel has become very
crucial now-a-days. Currently, especially young generation
of the western world watch youtube more than television,”
Shahjahan said.

Besides concentrating on social media, the BTB has also
developed a mobile app called “Beautiful Bangladesh”.
The app contains information about visa process,
accommodation, restaurants, transportation, attraction,
event calendar, entertainment, shopping and tour calculator.

tra-trty, ROMA 20/ 5, 59 - 2203}

URL : wwwpacprizn gon bd
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“This app works as a single point tour solution for any
tourist, intending to visit Bangladesh. Now we are working
on promoting this app at different international tourism fair
around the globe,” he said.

The BTB also redesigned its website. “Now our new website
1s more tourist friendly and informative with eye-catching
photographs of our popular and unexplored tourist spots,”
he said.

The BTB website provides links to Bangladesh tour
operators, travel agents, hotels, motels and restaurants to
help tourists in making their own plan for Bangladesh.

The BTB took all these digital steps to promote tourism
as part of the ongoing digital innovation endeavour of the
Bangladesh government.

President of Tour Operator Association of Bangladesh
(TOAB) Taufig Uddin Ahmed said the present global
tourism industry is heavily dependent on online marketing.
Foreign tourists mostly choose their destinations through
surfing different tourism information providing websites, he
said.

“In this current internet-based world, online marketing is
a must. There is no other alternative rather taking help of
virtual world. It is a positive sign that the government is
trying to promote our tourism through online,” Taufiq said.

Report: Tanjim Anwar
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Good initiatives make Rajshahi air cleaner

DoE drafts rules for better waste management
64pc brickfields get eco-friendly technology
Dhaka waste to be made assets

Green investment rising on banks’ drive
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Good initiatives make Rajshahi air cleaner

Planned afforestation and promotion of eco-friendly
practices have helped significantly reduce air pollution in
Rajshahi city.

Rajshahi city dwellers are now getting cleaner air than they
used to get few years back, city authorities claimed.

Quoting data recorded in ‘Round the clock Air Monitoring
Station,” Mamunur Rashid, Deputy Director of Department
of Environment (DoE), said levels of larger PM (particulate
matter composed of various substances such as black carbon
and mineral dust) dropped from 195 micrograms per cubic
metres in 2014 to 63.9 in 2016, a reduction of about two-
thirds and the largest in the world in absolute terms.

Smaller particles also halved to 37 micrograms per cubic
metre from 70, it added.

Rashid said emission of toxic gas from motor vehicles went
down to a great extent as most of the cars and buses were
converted into CNG-run while auto- riskshaws using battery.

Besides, the city authorities have long been carrying out tree
plantation and promotion of good practices for improving
air quality and maintaining environment, said Mosaddique
Hossain Bulbul, Mayor of Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC).

“We planted more than 5,000 trees on 10-kilomtre roads
and encouraged citizens for building fruit orchards. The
corporation won the prime minister’s national award for tree
plantation in 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2013,” he said.

The city corporation is also implementing a project titled
‘Zero soil’ to cover all the available top soils with green
and various trees,” Mayor Bulbul said adding that more than
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14,000 neem tree saplings were distributed among school
students free of cost recently for transplantation.

The corporation is constructing footpaths covering the open
soil on roadsides, improving the drainage system, increasing
mango orchards and beefing up the cleansing operations, the
mayor said.

RCC’s existing practice of night time household waste and
garbage removal and dumping those to a remote place has
also a significant contribution to reducing environmental
pollution.

“We have separate arrangement for collection of medical
wastes from both public and private clinics and diagnostic
centres and hygienic management of those,” said Sheikh
Mamun, Chief Conservancy Officer.

Prof Khalequzzaman, a senior teacher in the Department
of Zoology of Rajshahi University, said the emerged
greenery in and around Rajshahi city would instantly catch
one’s eyesight if one notices the city’s topography from an
aeroplane or any multistoried building.

“Massive afforestation and other activities for greenery in
the past 10 to 12 years worked for reducing the air pollution
level in Rajshahi,” said Prof Chowdhury Sarwar Jahan of the
Department of Geology and Mining in Rajshahi University.

Apart from RCC, many government agencies like Rajshahi
Development Authority, Barind Multipurpose Development
Authority and Local Government Engineering Department
are also working on improving environment.

Report : Aynal Haque
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DoE drafts rules for better waste management

The Department of Environment (DoE) has drafted Solid
Waste Management Rules (SWMR) with provision of
imposing fines to household or traders failing to segregate
organic and inorganic wastes from the primary sources.

“We have already drafted the rules under the Bangladesh
Environment Protection Act 1995. We will send the draft
rules to the Environment and Forests Ministry within a
week to take necessary steps to enforce it,” Ziaul Hossain,
Director of DoE told BSS. The draft rules kept a provision
to make fine of maximum Taka 2,000 in violating the rules
by not segregating the organic and inorganic wastes and
maximum Taka 4,000 for repetition of the same offense.

Ziaul said segregation of organic and inorganic wastes from
primary source like household is very important to recycling
the wastes. He said the present government is committed
to build an efficient solid waste management system in the
country with the motto of “waste is asset”.

“We have to turn waste into asset through recycling. The
new rules will give a big boost to the recycling sector of
the country and in the long run it will help the economy
immensely,” he said.

The government has taken anumber of projects on solid waste
management including the “3R project” and “Composting
in 64 districts” under the climate change trust fund aiming
at building an efficient recycling industry in Bangladesh.
After receiving the draft law, the Environment and Forests
Ministry will call inter-ministerial meeting to review it and
after getting feedback from the meeting the draft rules will
be sent to the law ministry for vetting, the DoE director said.
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Under the draft rules, the fines will be applicable to the
household if they don’t segregate the organic waste like
kitchen garbage and nonorganic wastes including paper,
plastic, glass, cloth, rubber, and wood metal from their
houses.

The households have to put organic and inorganic wastes in
two separate bins in front of their houses. Under the rules, the
building construction sites have to keep construction debris
covered within their premises until those are picked up by
the waste collector of the city corporation. If the debris will
be moved outside of the construction site, the contractors or
owner of the site will be fined.

The street venders, shops and restaurants have to segregate
organic and inorganic wastes from the primary source and
keep the waste in at least two separate bins. In failing to do
so, they will be fined maximum Taka 2000 for the first time
and Taka 4000 for recurrence.

Magsood Sinha, Managing Director of Waste Concern, and
the consultant in the DoE’s solid waste management project
said our aim to build composting units across the country
to produce compost fertiliser using waste for fulfilling the
fertiliser demand of our agriculture sector. Terming the draft
rule with provision of imposing fines is a good initiative,
Sinha, said only law or charging fines can’t bring solution
unless people are not make aware about waste management.

Sinha suggested conducting huge awareness programme
as well as involving community in the waste management
process to achieve full success in handling such huge waste
that is now more than 4,500 tones, generated in Dhaka daily.

Report : Tanjim Anwar
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64pc brickfields get eco-friendly technology

Nearly 64 per cent of the country’s brickfields, widely
considered as one of the major sources of air pollution, have
so far been got eco-friendly technology, according to official
sources.

“So far it’s a good achievement. The environment-friendly
technology reduced 70 to 80 per cent air pollution of these
brickfields. We are trying to bring rest of the traditional
brickfields under environment-friendly technology soon,”
Air Quality Director of Department of Environment (DoE)
Ziaul Haque told BSS.

There are 6,646 brickfields across the country. Of these,
owners of 4,227 brickfields so far converted their units
into environment-friendly ones by modernising with eco-
friendly technologies like Zigzag, Hybrid Hoffman or
Automatic Tunnel.

According to the DoE’s recent survey, 2,541 brickfields are
still left with traditional 80 to 120 feet high chimney which
are responsible for huge air pollution.

The DoE director said they are continuing discussions with
brickfield owners’ associations at the national and local
levels so that all the remaining traditional brickfields can
adopt modern technology.

The Brick Making and Brickfield Establishment (Control)
Act 2013, which came into effect in July 2014, clearly
prohibits conventional technologies in the brick-making
industry.

The act suggests adopting energy-efficient and relatively
cleaner technologies such as Zigzag, Hybrid Hoffman Kiln
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(HHK) and Vertical Shaft Brick Kiln (VSBK).

The law prohibits establishment of brickfields in residential,
protected, commercial and agricultural areas, and also in
forests, sanctuaries, wetlands and Ecologically Critical
Areas (ECAs).

The law says establishment of brick kilns in the prohibited
areas will be treated as a criminal offence, and will prompts
varying degrees of punishment to be determined by the
nature of the areas involved.

Setting up a brick field in residential, protected or commercial
locations will lead to a maximum punishment of five years
in prison or a financial penalty of Taka 50 lakh or both.

The law says none can use soil from agricultural land, hill or
hillock to make bricks. The DoE official sources said so far
law enforcement drives were conducted to 350 brickfields
and realized Taka nine crore as fines. Apart from realising
fines, the mobile court evicted 30 brickfields.

Recently, the DoE sent a proposal to the Environment and
Forest Ministry to bring some amendment to the law to
make the existing act on brickfield more effective and time-
befitting.

The brick-making industry is one of the fastest-growing
sectors in the country, generating around Taka 866 crore
revenue a year. It is also one of the largest sources of
greenhouse gas emission, producing nearly six million
tonnes of CO, gas annually.

Report : Tanjim Anwar
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Dhaka waste to be made assets

The government is going to set up at least two plants in the
capital city at a cost of taka five crore to produce compost
fertiliser by using waste as raw material aiming at turning
the waste into assets.

The initiative has been taken under a solid waste management
focused project called “3R” (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) being
implemented by the Department of Environment (DoE)
under the climate change trust fund.

“We have already selected sites and done the soil test for one
in Matuail under the Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC)
and for another one in Aminbazar under the Dhaka North
City Corporation (DNCC) to set up the plants,” 3R project
director Rahid Hossain told BSS.
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The production capacity of each of the plant will be 20
tonnes per day. “We will go for floating a tender for setting
up the plants soon. We are hopeful about going to production
of compost fertiliser made from waste by early next year,”
he said.

This is a major step in line with the present government’s
commitment in establishing a sound solid waste management
system in the capital city Dhaka through making waste into
asset, Rahid said.

“We are doing this project as pilot basis. We have the plan to
replicate this across the country after getting success in the
piloting,” he said.

Rahid said under the 3R project the DoE will also build four
waste transfer stations in Dhaka.

The DoE is implementing another project titled “Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) aiming to set up compost
fertiliser plant from waste in all 64 districts. Under the
project, compost plants have already been set up in Rangpur,
Mymensingh, Narayanganj and Cox’s Bazar.

Magsood Sinha, Managing Director of Waste Concern, said
more than 70 per cent of municipal solid waste in Bangladesh
is biodegradable (organic).

He said in Bangladesh enormous potential exists to convert
organic waste into compost to improve existing operations
and to provide positive economic and environmental
benefits, including increased revenue generation through
carbon cofinancing and CDM.

However, Sinha said the government may provide some
incentive to the private sector like giving land under lease
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basis to set up compost plants. “If we can’t make the waste
recycling task profitable in commercial basis, entrepreneur
won’t involve in the waste management business,” he said.

Referring that the Dhaka mega city produces more than 4500
tonnes waste per day, Sinha said there is no other alternative
to make these waste into asset for establishing a sound solid
waste management system.

“If we look to the USA, Europe or Japan, we generate
much less waste compare to those countries. Our per capita
waste generation is only 0.5 kg daily that is around 3 kg in
the western world. But they are managing their waste in a
efficient way as they promote recycling,” he said.

Sinha said for establishing the recycling industry in
Bangladesh the authorities concerned like city corporations
under monitoring of DoE must ensure that waste will be
segregated at the primary sources.

“A huge awareness campaign is needed to educate people
about the importance of organic and inorganic wastes
segregation for recycling. Whenever we can make people
understand that the recycling will give them financial
benefit, they will start practicing waste segregation from the
primary sources,” he said.

The DoE had already distributed some 1.8 lakh of bins with
different colours to households at different parts of Dhaka
in pilot basis for encouraging people to dump inorganic and
organic wastes separately from their houses.

Report : Tanjim Anwar
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Green investment rising on banks’ drive

Investment in green initiatives showed significant rise
in the past few years as the country’s banks and financial
institutions (FIs) have disbursed substantial low-cost loan
to support eco-friendly industries, businesses and other
projects.

The banks and FIs have also adopted green practices in their
day to day business and long-term operations.

According to Bangladesh Bank (BB), 43 out of 56 banks
and 16 out of 33 FIs in the past five years disbursed over
Taka 1 lakh 90 thousand crore to help develop eco-friendly
initiatives in the country covering power, garment and some
major manufacturing sectors.

“Bangladesh Bank (BB) issued a policy guideline for Green
Banking in February, 2011. Under the guideline, all operating
banks and FIs have introduced environment-friendly
banking activities in the country,” BB chief spokesperson
Subhankar Saha told BSS.

All the 56 banks and 32 FIs have also developed their own
green banking policy and green office guides. Some banks
opened around 500 solar powered branches, 249 ATMs and
SME units in different parts of the country.

The banks and FIs are now providing regular training to
their staff on green banking. BB data shows that 56 banks
and 8 FIs arranged 236 training programmes for over 3700
staff in the first three months of this year.

All the banks and FIs are now regularly submit a quarterly
report to the central bank on their performance in promoting
green banking.
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As per the central bank’s instruction, banks and FIs have
formed a “Climate Risk Fund” with allocating 10.0 per cent
of their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) budget for
this Fund.

With support from BB’s Taka 200-crore refinancing scheme,
the banks and FIs are disbursing easy loans to promote
different green products like solar energy system, bio-gas
plant and effluent treatment plant (ETP).

BB has increased the green product line to 51 under eight
categories, including renewable energy, energy efficiency,
alternative energy, waste management, recycling and
recyclable product, environment-friendly brick-kiln,
environment-friendly installation and miscellaneous.

The central bank so far released a total of $16.21 million to
five participatory banks and FIs against their financing to
various projects under these eight sub sectors.

It established a lending scheme namely “Financing Brick
Kiln Efficiency Improvement Project”, supported by Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and refine particulate pollution from brick fields.

BB intended to provide long term financing to private
sector firms, mainly midsized manufacturing firms under
the Financial Sector Support Project (FSSP) financed by the
International Development Association (IDA).

BB in January 2016 opened a new long-term refinancing
window named Green Transformation Fund (GTF) of $200
million to ensure sustainable growth of eco-friendly export
oriented textile and leather sectors.

Report : A K M Kamaluddin Chowdhury
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